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Second Sunday after the Epiphary

THE EPISTLE

We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your
slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who
said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who
has shone in our hearts to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ. But we have this
treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made
clear that this extraordinary power belongs
to God and does not come from us. We are
afflicted in every way, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down,
but not destroyed; always carrying in the
body the death of Jesus, so that the life of
Jesus may also be made visible in our
bodies. For while we live, we are always
being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so
that the life of Jesus may be made visible in
our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us,
but life in you. But just as we have the same
spirit of faith that is in accordance with
Scripture — “1 believed, and so | spoke” —
we also believe, and so we speak, because
we know that the one who raised the Lord
Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will
bring us with you into his presence. Yes,
everything is for your sake, so that grace, as
it extends to more and more people, may
increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

2 Cor 4: 5-15

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

If we wish to lead a dignified and
fulfilling life,
we have to reach out to others
and seek their good.

Pope Francis

Next Sunday’s Readings
Gal 3: 24-29
Jn3:1-16

Annual Clergy Retreat
Please pray for the
Priests of our Parish
and all the Maronite
Clergy of Australia
who will be away from
the Parish on Annual
Retreat, Monday
morning till Friday
afternoon this week.

Parish Week-day
Masses

this week only:

Monday
7:00am & 6:00pm
Tuesday - Friday

6:00pm only

THE GOSPEL

The next day John again was standing with
two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus
walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the
Lamb of God!”
The two disciples heard him say this, and
they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and
saw them following, he said to them, “What
are you looking for?” They said to him,
“Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher),
“where are you staying?” He said to them,
“Come and see.” They came and saw where
he was staying, and they remained with him
that day. It was about four o’clock in the
afternoon.One of the two who heard John
speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother. He first found his brother
Simon and said to him, “We have found the
Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He
brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him
and said, “You are Simon son of John. You
are to be called Cephas” (which is translated
Peter).

Jn 1:35-42

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

Lamb of God, |
I You took away our sins and replaced it with |
love, mercy and forgiveness. May we in turn
I take away the sins of those who trespass |
against us. Teach us to love like you, a love
unconditional and limitless. |
I Grant us the boldness to proclaim you as the |
Lamb of God in a world that is being
consumed by the corruption of materialism |
and secularisation. May we learn to live the
IJoy of the Gospel in our lives and understand
I the importance of unity and love so that the |
Kingdom of God may be realised on earth.
I Amen |
Dory Zaouk-l

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 1 1am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8om —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: First Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.

CONFESSIONS

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS




Light from the Word BAPTISM OF COURAGE AND HOPE Saint of the Week

As we enter the second Sunday after the Epiphany
according to our Maronite Lectionary, we are greeted
with an eloquent piece of writing from Paul’s Second
Letter to the Corinthians.

Paul is known for his brilliance and there is nothing to
add or say about today’s Reading as it speaks for itself
and speaks volumes at that. So as we reflect over our
baptism in this Season of the Epiphany, let us be
inspired by Paul’s words to live courageous and faith

filled lives.

Verses 8-10 beautifully state: ‘We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but
not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
may also be made visible in our bodies.” How many of us can relate to these words at
least once in their lives. Despite every calamity that may befall us, as baptised people,
we hold one thing that will define us: hope in Christ.

Paul has more inspiring words for us. In verse 15 we read, ‘Yes, everything is for your
sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving,
to the glory of God.” Our baptismal gift is not reserved for us alone, but impels us to go
forward with the great news of Jesus, and so others too may experience the
wonderful grace of God.

But be cautioned. Yes we are graced in baptism and called to live courageous and
hopeful lives despite suffering. Even more so, we are invited to be Christ to others.
However as Paul reminds us in verse 7, ‘But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it
may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come
from us.” Amen

Dear parishioners,

In reflecting about God’s wonderful life-giving Grace
given to us in Baptism, | used the analogy of not small,
medium, or extra-large to describe its dimension, but
the new dimension of “Supersize”.

Supersize Grace means this Grace from God is ‘Super’ -
above anything we can imagine or have by ourselves.
This week we will reflect that this Baptismal Grace can’t be experienced
fully with a “drive thru”, “fast food” or “all by myself” attitude. Baptismal
Grace calls us to stay with Jesus all day as we heard in the Gospel. Why
stay all day? For we can experience ‘family and belonging’. And it also
calls us to have time to share it with others. “Andrew went and told
Peter.”

Pope Francis in his Wednesday Audience spoke of this beautifully in his
Catechesis on Baptism.

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf
DRIVE THRU OR STAY IN?
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“On receiving faith and Baptism, we Christians welcome the action of the
Holy Spirit that leads us to confess Jesus Christ as Son of God and to
call God “Abba,” Father! All of us baptized men and women ... are
called to live and transmit communion with the Trinity, because
evangelization is an appeal to participation in the Trinitarian
communion” (Final Document of Aparecida, n. 157).

No one is saved on his own. We are a community of believers, we are
People of God and in this community we experience the beauty of
sharing the experience of a love that precedes us all, but which at
the same time asks us to be “channels” of grace for one another,
despite our limitations and sins. The communal dimension is not just
a “frame,” a “garnish,” but an integral part of Christian life, of
witness and of evangelization. Christian faith is born and lives in the
Church and, in Baptism, families and parishes celebrate the
incorporation of a new member of Christ in His Body which is the
Church.

So what is your attitude to your faith and God’s Gift of Grace- “drive
thru”, “fast food”, “all by myself” or staying for family and belonging?
Mons Shora Maree

ST FRANCIS DE SALES -~ 24 JAN

e

St Francis de
Sales was
born in
Annecy in
France and
from a young
age
demonstrated
a great deal of
patience. He
discerned his
vocation to
the
priesthood for
13 years and
in that time he
studied law and became a soldier to
satisfy his father’s wishes. He confirmed
his vocation when he came of his horse 3
times in one day and each time he fell,
his sword and sheaf would land in the
form of a cross. His Bishop approved of
his vocation and St Francis De Sales was
ordained to the priesthood despite his
father’s objection. His first mission was
to re-evangelize the people of his home
district who had gone over to Calvinism
(an early form of Protestantism). Given
that the Calvinist where very hostile
towards the Catholics (in particular the
Clergy) he was always in great danger
whilst trying to complete this first
mission. However he preached with such
tender effectiveness that after four years
most of the people had returned to the
Catholic Faith. He was appointed Bishop
of Geneva and spent the rest of his life
reforming and reorganising the diocese
and caring for the souls of his people by
great preaching and spiritual direction. St
Francis taught that we can all attain a
devout and spiritual life regardless of our
situation and the holiness was not
reserved for priests and religious. In his
efforts against Calvinism he was so
driven by love for his fellow Christians
that a Calvinist minister famously said “if
we honoured anyone as a saint, | know
of no one since the days of the Apostles
more worthy than this man”. (Keeping in
mind that the Calvinist like most
protestant denominations do no
venerate the saints).

PRAYER
Holy St Francis De Sales

You responded to Gods call for your life
with patience and love and applied these
virtues most in your vocation. Through
your intercession may we learn to always
be patient with other and ourselves and
above all to love each person the Good
Lord places in our lives. Amen




" ARTICLE OF THE WEEK— | HE MESSAGE OF THE EPIPHANY

During the Sundays of the Glorious Epiphany, we discover through John the Baptist, the Divinity or Holiness of Jesus.
On the Sunday of the Epiphany when Jesus was being baptised and was praying the Gospel tells us that:

+The Heavens opened (Lk 3:21)

+ The Holy Spirit descended in the form of a dove (Lk 3: 22)
+ A voice from Heaven was heard saying “You are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased” (Lk 3:22)

This revelation shows that Jesus is the Son of God. It is for all those who were unsure of identity of Jesus. So many
heard about Him and knew something of Him but they weren’t exactly sure who He really was.

In the Gospel last week, when John saw Jesus coming he says with conviction:
“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” (Jn 1:29)

In this Sunday’s Gospel John repeats the same sentence. He says to two of his disciples: “look here is the Lamb of
God.” (Jn 1:36) These two disciples then left John and followed Jesus. (v.37)

This message is also for us today, it is to each and every one of us from our youngest children to our oldest adults.
John is calling out to us while pointing at Jesus saying: “Look, here is the Lamb of God”

What does this mean for us today?

In his letter to the Corinthians, St Paul makes it clear by telling us that: “We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim
Jesus as Lord ... for while we live, the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh.” (2Cor 4:5)

In other words, we are also called to be Disciples of Christ. We have received the Sacrament of Baptism and
confirmation we have received the Sacrament of Holy Communion, therefore we must be living examples of Jesus in
our lives to those around us; in our families, in our friendships, in our relationships with each other. We must show the
life of Jesus through our own actions. It is no longer about our life but rather the life of Christ. We must make Jesus
visible in all that we do to all those around us. In Pope Francis’ encyclical Evangelii Gaudium or Joy of the Gospel, he
writes that “if we wish to lead a dignified and fulfilling life, we have to reach out to others and seek their good” he
further adds to this by referring to St Paul again saying “Woe to me if | do not proclaim the Gospel” (1 Cor 9:16) Our
mission on earth is clear as crystal. We must make Christ visible in our lives. No if’s, no but’s.

How do we do this?

The answer is very simple yet at the same time it is very difficult ... we must love and forgive. That is all. That is what
Jesus was all about ... love and forgiveness. He loved with all His heart and He forgave ... He even forgave those who
nailed Him to the Cross. Let us also, at least try to love and forgive like Jesus. Yes, it can be very difficult, sometimes we
may feel that is almost impossible to do so, especially when people deeply hurt us but we must pray for strength and
ask for help when it is difficult. We have our armour: The Sacrament of Baptism and Confirmation. We have our
weapon: The Sacrament of Holy Communion. We have our shield: The Sacrament of Reconciliation. Let us therefore,

go out into the world and proclaim Christ to all nations through our actions.

Announcing the Mystery of Christ

After the Epiphany when God revealed the truth
about His Son Jesus Christ, we journey through the
weeks of the Announcements of Christ’'s Mystery.
Last week we heard John the Baptist who proclaims:
“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of .}
the world!” (Jn 1:29) This week, St John repeats this {
proclamation, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” (Jn
1:35) From this we need to ask ourselves the
guestion: “How are we announcing the Mystery of
Jesus Christ to our children?” I’'m sure that you would
agree that it is very difficult to explain this to a 3 year old or
even an 8 year old. However, we don’t need a degree in
theology to explain this because it is explained through our
actions. The Mystery of Jesus is simply the Mystery of Love.
Now, loving our children is a given, however showing them
that you love the other whoever that other may be (even if
he/she is your enemy) and teaching them to love the other
whoever the other may be (regardless of race, religion,
etc.) is the way we announce the splendour of the Mystery.
Many times if our child comes and tells us that another
child hit them, we quickly teach them how to stick up for
themselves and create a feeling of hatred within the child
who has been broken by the actions of the other. When we
teach them to love the other child and forgive them that
feeling of hatred will be diminished before it even gets a
chance to grow. Experiencing this Mystery of Love will truly
bring them to an understanding of it. As the Catholic Hymn
says “and they’ll know we are Christians by our love.”

Dory Zaouk

Childvenw'sy Corner

My dearly beloved brothers and sisters,

I have so much joy in seeing you here in our Father’s
house every week. It is a beautiful sight to see you with
your families and friends praying together around the
altar of the Lord.

This week in the Gospel, you will hear John the Baptist
again pointing at me and telling two of his disciples
that | am the Lamb of God and these two disciples
leave him and come follow me.

This message is also for you my brothers and sisters.
Yes, | am the Lamb of God. | am the one who saves you
from sin and gives you life. And like the disciples who left John
and followed me, you too are called to follow me. But
following me means more than just walking with me.

Being a disciple means that you must represent me in all that
you do. Being a disciple means that people must see that it is
me whom you are following. For example: school students
can be identified by their school uniform. We know what
school they go to because we know the uniform.

This is the same with me, people will know who you represent
through your actions. You can start by learning more about
me and my life through reading the Bible with your parents or
older brothers and sisters. You can learn more about my life
through coming to Church and participating in the Mass. It is
not enough to just sit there and do nothing, you must learn to
participate actively in the Mass. You can learn more about me
through loving other people because that is what  am: | am
love, and | love you very very much. Enjoy the remainder of
your school holidays and always remember that | am with you
forever. From your brother Jesus
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MaroniteCare COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE Planned Giving Target

i) Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
%2 areavailable at the Church Doors. Fill in and return to
$5 a week i one of the Priests, Committee Members or the Parish
bk s Office. For Inquiries_contact Lisa 96892899.
323 Parishioners committed [JOI¥ %zt Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC Building Loan $5,533,513 Units Loan $1,644,203 Property Loan $182,6417

personal Use & | COMMuUnNity Business Network Page

Business Finance Interested in being on the
Car, Trucks, Machinery, Bikes, Boats, Jet Skis. Newsletter Community

Business Page
1300 657 115 which reaches over 2000 families a week. For $500

. you can promote your business for a month. For de-
1/39 Marion Street, Parramatta 2150 tails sponsors@olol.org.au or Joe on 0400 444 999.
www.carloancityonline.com.au Proceeds assist with the monthly $4500 printing costs

of our newsletter.
TRM Formwork Contractors
Pty Ltd acn oss s23 100

Contact Tony Massoud 0420 720 453

AKA

A WWW.AKACIVIL.COM.AU



https://exsrv.olol.org.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=3b6317ce27074f43ac154740acfbeebc&URL=mailto%3aevents%40olol.org.au

PARISH NOTICE BOARD

ZS

Sunday 19 January

11:00am Antoun Saji’ Shakour from Hasroun (died in Leb)

Friday 24 January

6:00pmY oussef Badwe Raffoul from Harf Mizyara (died in Leb)

Saturday 25 January

6:00pm 40 days Youssef Francis Takchi from Blouza

Sunday 26 January

9:30am 1 yr Nahiyi Sahyoun widow of Elias Nassif from
Kfarfou

11:00am 40 days Wajih Boutros Dahdah from Zgharta

5:00pm 40 days Youssef Elias Farah from Karm el Mohr
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®N  FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE K31

Parish Groups and Committees
Pastoral Council Meeting: Tues 4 February 2014
Family & Adults

Family of the Divine Word, Bible Discussion: Tues @ 7:30pm
Adult Arabic Course: Sat 9:30am Mon 7pm to call 9689 289

Maronites Connected (for over 28's)

A Spiritual day ‘Living as a Maronite today’
Sun Mar2™ at St Joseph’s Spiritual Centre. To receive
event updates MConnected@olol.org.au or
contact Rafic on 0408358497
Youth
Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit Sun 19th January, Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: TBC

| MYDC Annual Diocesan Youth Function
| Sat 25th January 2014 at 7pm

I @ La Luna Lounge Bankstown

| Tix $60 mezza, dinner, drinks, entertainment

I Anthony: 0405 717 163 Carla: 0450 544 640

Maronite Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room &

Library & Study Centre open 10gm — 10pm
for h 18 & over
Under 18s onIy W|th adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Nada Coorey Psychology for confidential counselling at Centre or
at Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Depression and
Anxiety/Panic Attacks, Relationship difficulties and Family/Parenting.
Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526
Maronite Youth and Family Counselling Service

For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Debbie Draybi: 0433 217 063 or 8898 1518
I Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Marriage Counselling (Arabic) Sr Rose Therese: 0421 283 899

I
I
I Leila: 0423 207 905
| Natural Fertility Services We offer daytime and evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Leila Jessimer on 0423-207-905.
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Children’s Playgroup Resumes Tues 4 Feb 2014.

I Teens Faith Discussion: Resumes February 2014

‘ Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

Children's Events School Holidays

Arabic Classes: Resumes Feb 2014 call Antoinette: 0414819663
Children’s Playgroup Resumes Tues 4 Feb 2014.

People with Disability
Faith & Light Movement: 3rd Thurs of the month 7:30pm

General Notices

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

POSITION AVAILABLE —PARTTIME COUNSELLOR
MaroniteCare is seeking interest from qualified counsellors for
funded program, providing part-time counsellor with
cross-cultural awareness (up to 12 hrs/w) to counsel teens and
their parents, mainly from a Maronite Lebanese background.

St Patrick’s Guildford—Mass Centre
Bus Pilgrimage to Berrima $35 pp
Feb 8 2014 for bookings
Parish office 9689 2899 or
Danny Nouh: 0458 024 838

Applicants to please send CVto  josephine.ishac@olol.org.au

awc )l Ul wlbliug wleloi>]

Registrations for First Holy Communion for 2014 being taken.

Close 20th January 2014 contact Parish office 9689 2899
Daily Bible verses to your mobile
To receive send your name on an sms to 0404057777.
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"The Maronite Mass”
six week course
Monday 3 February to 10 March 7.30pm - 9.30pm .
Enrol on-line at www.caec.org.au or at the first talk. It can
be taken alone or as part of the Certificate of Maronite
Studies available through CAEC.
More info: CAEC on 9642 0211 or Fr Yuhanna 0435 764 824."
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Lord, ma¥y all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for

Y. all eferni especially those we Pray for:
//?,7 (A) Fr Elias Ayoub, (B) Milia Bou Radain, Raymond, Annie Bazouni & their son Charbel Bazouni, Elias Bechara, Maroun, Debbie, Ramza, Fadwa Bou Melhem, Fr Hanna Bou
1///" Melhem, (C) Maroun Chediac, Mary Chediac, Mona Chediac, Antonious Chediac, & John Chediac, (D) Hanna & Wadad Daaboul, (G) Collen Madeline George, Helen George,
J Majid George Tannous & Kalimeh Gittany & Family, Touma Gerges, Youssef & Leila Gittany (H) Anis Haddad, Maurice Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad, Joseph Paul
/ Haddad, Youssef & Amineh Hallal & family (K) Bishop Abdo Khalife, Naim Khattar & George Khattar, Youssef, Hannah, Marie Kaboura, M) Lichaa & Youssef Malkoun, Anthony

A\ Mamah Moses & Moses family, Elias Barbar Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses family, Youssef & Ghessoun Maroun, (N) Badwi Jamil Ndaira, Hasna
2/ Ndaira, Adel Massih Naoum (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Michael Rizk (S), Boutros Koushaya Sasine,
wu ¥ John Sleiman, Souls in Purgatory, (T) Leila Touma, (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe (Z) Maroun John Zaouk and all the faithful departed of the Zaouk family
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