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Furst Sunday after the Epiphanvy
THE EPISTLE THE GOSPEL

The next day John saw Jesus coming
towards him and declared, “Here is the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world!” This is he of whom | said,
‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead
of me because he was before me.” | myself
did not know him; but | came baptising
with water for this reason that he might
be revealed to Israel.” And John testified
“I saw the Spirit descending from heaven
like a dove, and it remained on him. |
myself did not know him, but the one who
sent me to baptise with water said to me,
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend

| myself, Paul, appeal to you by the

meekness and gentleness of Christ - | who am
humble when face to face with you, but bold
toward you when | am away! - | ask that when
| am present | need not show boldness by
daring to oppose those who think we are
acting according to human standards. Indeed,
we live as human beings, but we do not wage
war according to human standards; for the
weapons of our warfare are not merely
human, but they have divine power to

destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments
and every proud obstacle raised up against the
knowledge of God, and we take every thought
captive to obey Christ. We are ready to punish
every disobedience when your disobedience is
complete. Look at what is before your eyes. If

you are confident that you belong to Christ, Next Sunday’s Readings | and remain is the one who baptises with
remind yourself of this, that just as you belong 2Cor4:5-15 the Holy Spirit.” And | myself have seen
to Christ, so also do we. Now, even if | boast a Jn1:35-42 and have testified that this is the Son of
little too much of our authority, which the God.”

Lord gave for building you up and not for

tearing you down, | will not be ashamed of it. | In1:29-34
do not want to seem as though | am trying to PRAYER OF THE WEEK

frighten you with my letters. For they say, “His __ —
letters are weighty and strong, but his bodily | Dear Lord, |
presence is weak, and his speech Your cousin John confidently proclaimed that you are the “Lamb of God
contemptible.” Let such people understand I who takes away the sins of the world”. Help us to understand the pro- |

that what we say by letter when absent, we I found meaning of this declaration as we thrice proclaim:
will also do when present. Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, spare us, O Lord.... |
2Cor10:1- 11 I Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, graciously hear us, O |

Lord....

I Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.... |

IAmen Danny Nouh |
QUOTE OF THE WEEK — e

Baptism is bowing before the Father and letting him do his work.

Max Lucado

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 1 1am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8om —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: First Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.



http://christian-quotes.ochristian.com/Max-Lucado-Quotes/

Light from the Word Bold Proclamation

In this Sunday after the Epiphany our Reading is
from the Second Letter to the Corinthians. It is
known that Paul wrote at least 4 letters to the
community at Corinth. We have the 2" and 4"
letter. The other two were lost. In the reading cho-
sen today, it picks up the Gospel message of bold
proclamation in Jesus’ name.

The Corinthian community were a challenging one
as is often seen in Paul’s responses, but at the same time, the difficulties aris-
ing from the ministry to the Corinthians, led to Paul writing a very eloquent
and time enduring message in the two letters that have been preserved.

In our Reading today, Paul is quite firm in his preaching and is clear he will
stand by his words. He will boast in Christ and is not afraid to correct wrongs.

Sometimes it takes courage to stand one’s ground, especially in regards to
Christ. Often doubts may arise as to our ability to represent Christ, or ques-
tions plague us as to our worthiness, but like Paul, we come to the realisation
that our faith in Christ impels us to speak out in ‘meekness and gentleness’ ;

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

s

as well as in ‘boldness.” Furthermore, Paul speaks out for the purpose of as-
sisting others to abandon sinful ways. It is never simply as a condemnation or
attack.
Only with words of encouragement and love, does one boldly proclaim the
message of Christ that can transform, as Paul effectively did and as John the
Baptist did, as we read in today’s Gospel. We too are called in our profession
of Christ to be ‘building you up and not for tearing you down’,s. Amen
Shepherd/s' Covner
Dear Parishioners,
This week at his General Audience, Pope Francis ourwaro siox
spoke about Baptism. His words are a
wonderful reminder to us as Maronites in this BAP
Season of the Epiphany. Speaking about L
Baptism he explained; s,
“It is not a mere formality. It's an act that 2
touches our very existence deeply. It is not the : INWARDY GRACE
same having a child baptized, than not having
the child baptized. It is not the same. It is not the same having a person
baptized, than not having a person baptized.”
He also explained that knowing you Baptism day was as important as knowing
your birthday;
“I allow myself to give you advice, more than advice, homework for today.
When you get home, search and ask for the date of your Baptism. That way,
you will be aware of that beautiful day when you were baptized. Will you do it?
I don't sense any enthusiasm. Will you do it? Yes! Because you learn about a
joyous occasion.”
Do you know your Baptism date? Do you know your children’s Baptism date? In
this season of the Epiphany, why not take Pope Francis’ advice and search for
the date of your Baptism and that of your family members. Put them in your
calendar and remember to celebrate them this year, reliving that great day of
joy and remember the Mystery of Baptism when you were clothed in the “robe
of glory”, signed “with the seal of the living Holy Spirit” and called “to become
spiritual children reborn through Baptism.”
Thank you Sr Rose-Therese and our prayers for her new appointment
| would like to take this opportunity to thank Sr Rose Therese for her work and
efforts within the Parish especially in regards to the Divine Word Family and
with counseling services. We keep her in our prayers and ask God to give her

strength and perseverance as she leads the congregation of the MSHF at St
Maroun’s, Dulwich Hill.

The late Fr James Stack.

We pray for Fr James Stack who suddenly passed away last Monday. He served

Holy Family Parish with our many Maronites who lived in the area for over 30

years. The Vigil prayers and Rosary will be on Monday evening 7:30pm and the

Funeral Mass 10:30am both at Holy Family Church, The Trongate in Granville.
Mons Shora Maree

ST. HILARY OF POITIERS

| St Hilary was
' born at the
beginning of
the fourth
century to a
noble yet

- | pagan

| family. He

SAN

" with his
family by
stating his
feelings
towards
meaningless
approach to
life. He felt
that human beings are called to more
than just living to fulfill desires but rather
human life had a higher purpose. He
knew he wasn't a beast grazing in a
pasture. The philosophers agreed with
him. Human beings should rise above
desires and live a life of virtue, they said.
But Hilary could see in his own heart that
humans were meant for even more than
living a good life. After coming across the
Scriptures (in particular the Gospel of
John and Letter to the Hebrews) he had
found the truth his heart desired and
became Christian. Was baptised and
later became Bishop of Poitiers in 350
AD. As a Bishop he fought strongly
against the Arianism (Arian Heresy: a
group who considered themselves
Christians however denied the Divine
nature of Christ) which led to him be
exiled by Emperor Constantius who was
a supporter of Arianism. During his exile
he dedicated his time to writing hymns,
prayers and continued to govern his
diocese and defend against heresy. His
works are full of wisdom and learning
and directed his efforts in strengthening
the Catholic Faith and the right and
proper interpretation of the Holy
Scripture’s. He died in 367 and was
declared Doctor of the Church by Pope
Pius IX'in 1851

Prayer:

Saint Hilary of Poitiers, in-
stead of being discouraged by
your exile, you used your time
to study and write. Help us to
bring good out of suffering and
isolation in our own [ives and
see adversity as an opportuni-
ty to learn about or share our
faith. Amen



http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5257
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5257
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=644

ArTICLE OF THE WEEKk—WHY BAPTISE IN YOUR PARISH?

The Season of the Epiphany reminds us of
our Baptism. Baptism is the first
sacrament of initiation or membership in
the Christian community. It is the gateway
and door to all other sacraments, through
which we receive the Holy Spirit and are
made sharers in the mission of the
Church. It is truly the welcoming of a child
into a new family, the family of Jesus
Christ. In this way all baptized Christians
throughout the world become the child’s
brothers and sisters. More specifically for
us, Baptism is the formal reception of a
new member into our Catholic family, our
Maronite family, and on the local level,
“our parish family”. Yes “our parish
family” — a term that I’'m sure you have
heard Monsignor Shora and our priests
refer to often.

When you decide to baptise your child,
you will find that within our Maronite
Eparchy you are not allowed to baptise
the child in a parish which you do not
belong to geographically. There have
been several occasions when parents
make a decision to baptise their child in a
parish that they do not belong to. There
are many reasons that influence this
decision. These could include; the
fulfilment of a pledge or promise to a
particular Saint whose intercession they
have sort for a particular reason, the
architecture of a particular church may
appeal to them more than their own
parish, their child may carry the name of a
Saint that a particular parish is dedicated
to, sentimental reasons like they were
baptised in the other parish, etc., etc. To
the dismay of many this request is
responded to with rejection and the
parents are asked to baptise their child in
the parish that they “belong to”.
Belonging is important! From the moment
of our birth, we seek to belong. This need

to belong is not limited to our family.
Baptism is an act of the Church, it is not a
private or family celebration, so the entire
“parish family” is the one which prepares
and celebrates with each candidate as
they become a child of God.

When a person comes seeking baptism
into the life of the Church, he or she is
seeking to belong and it is through our
baptism that we belong to a “parish
family”. If you like, it is the means by
which we formally “register” ourselves
and our family
members into
our parish
community.
This
“registration”
is a simple act
that brings ;
responsibility
and
commitment.
It means that
we want to
gather with
our parish
family to worship God and celebrate the
sacraments together and that we want to
support the work of the Church.
Supporting the work of the Church is the
responsibility of all its members. We
support the work of our parish by sharing
of our time, talents and monetary
resources. This support as well as
involvement in the spiritual, educational,
and social activities of our parish
community is designed to help each of us
in our journey of faith through life.

With this in mind, the Canon 857.2 of the
Code of Canon Law of the Catholic Church
stipulates: “As a rule an adult is to be
baptized in his or her parish church and an
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infant in the parish church of the parents
unless a just cause suggests otherwise.”

Therefore, fostering a sense of belonging
among all who come to the parish, and
developing that sense of belonging among
members throughout the moments of
their lives and stages of their

Faith is crucial to the spiritual
development of an individual. The
Christian community is the embodiment
of the Body of Christ. As such, we
experience Christ’s presence through one
another, predominantly when we gather
at the Eucharistic table. In his book
“Growing an Engaged Church”, Albert L.
Winseman tells us that engagement
provides a sense of belonging and that
engaged parishioners:

e are loyal and have a strong
psychological connection to their
parish;

e are more spiritually committed;

e are more likely to invite friends,
family members, and co-workers to
a parish event;

e give more, both financially and in
commitment of their time;

e organize their lives around their
parish because through it their
faith has grown and deepened,;

¢ have found opportunities to serve
and help others in their parish;

¢ have developed their most
meaningful interpersonal relation-
ships in their parish.

It stands to reason, then, that the parish
family should be one that has its arms
wide open at all times for every person.
Fostering this sense of belonging is vital
and begins when we are baptised.

Danny Nouh

One of the most challenging roles and responsibilities as
parents is raising children in the faith. How do | know if  am
doing this right? What will become of my child’s faith in the
future? How will | teach them more about God and His love?
These are only a few possible questions which may arise for
us as parents. One of the most powerful tools we have with
our children is communication and dialogue. It is of great
importance that we are in regular conversation with our
children, especially when it comes to faith issues. Sometimes,
we may not have the answers they seek or it may be a
guestion better answered by a Priest or religious. This should
not worry you or stress you, being honest and telling them
that you do not know the answer is the best way of dealing
with such questions. But it should not stop here. There are
countless Catholic websites and books that may shed light for
you. There are the Priests and religious who are more than
willing to assist when we face these questions. This week,
together with your children, read the Children’s corner and
the Shepherd’s corner. Ask them what they understood from
what they have read. If need be, shed some light on issues
they did not fully understand. Talk about the challenges which
could possibly arise for them. Always relate to your own past
experiences or to those you and your children may know. This
allows for the personal connection and allows the children to
understand that they are not alone. The next step would be to
set goals on ways of working towards the development of
faith or ways they can live the faith. The follow up afterwards
is most important. Have regular chats about how things are
developing and always pray with them, even if it is for 5
minutes. And don't forget to pray for yourself also.

P2 bJ
Childvew'sy Corner
My dearly beloved brothers and sisters,

Welcome to the first Sunday after the Epiphany. Welcome to
the house of our Father who always watches over us.

This week in the Gospel you will hear about how John the
Baptist witnessed to me as being the Lamb of God.

The role of John was very important as he prepared my way
and prepared the people for my coming. God gave him a
special mission and he carried it out with grace and love.
Through your baptism, God also gives you a special mission.
You are not a Christian just by name. No, you are called to
much greater and better things. At your Baptism you were
given special graces to live a life which is pleasing to God. This
life includes all the wonderful virtues which you have been
talking about with Monsignor Shora and your Parish family
and it also includes living a life of being a witness to who | am.
Many people cannot see me in this world. This is because they
don't have the special graces or because they choose not to
see me, but through you and your actions and witnessing,
they can get to see me.

Your actions and the way you behave really says a lot about
the type of person you are or who you represent. For
example, you can tell that the Priest represent me through
their work and their dress, you can tell what school a student
is from through their uniform.

And this is the same for you, at your Baptism, you were
dressed in the robe of Salvation and you became my brother
and sister and my witness in the world. Therefore | need to
ask you a big favour, next time you talk to someone or
interact with another person just remember that you are
representing me. / love you dearly!  From your brother Jesus
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J Y y with Chaplain FEES
Fr Tony on _ = 1
annual Retreat -
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on “Joy for the
Journey”

d, with Fr Claude and leaders on Retreat.

Thank you to all who helped out with our Parish

work bee on Thursday afternoon.
Volunteers enjoying dinner at the end of the work

. 2. (Of Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Target 2000 Parishioners g ;f‘.-"‘; are available at the Church Doors. Fill in and return to
$5 a week : =i oneof the Priests, Committee Members or the Parish

AL Office. For Inquiries contact Lisa 96892899.
322 Parishioners committed [JOI¢ ¥zt Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC Building Loan $5,541,4317 Units Loan $1,644,203 Property Loan $182,6417

cariziciy Mo Community Business Network Page
Si—— Business Finance Interested in being on the

Car, Trucks, Machinery, Bikes, Boats, Jet SKis. Newsletter Community
1300 657 115 Business Page
wshich reaches over 2000 families a week. For
. 500 you can promote your business for a
1/39 Marion Street, Parramatta 2150 month. For details sponsors@olol.org.au or
www.carloancityonline.com.au Joe on 0400 444 999. Proceeds assist with

the monthly $4500 printing costs
of our newsletter.
TR M Formwork Contractors
Pty Ltd acn oss s23 100
Contact Tony Massoud 0420 720 453

FIVE STAR SCAFFOLDING
_ AK A For all your scaffolding needs
A WWW.AKACIVIL.COM.AU Contact: MARK MAKARI
Mob:0400 882 295

Email: mmakari@fivestarscaffolding.com.au
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 12 January: 1st Sunday after Epiphany

11:00am 1 Yr Raymond Tansa Sassine from Hadchit

Friday 17 January: Feast of St Anthony the Great

Masses at 7:00am, 9:00am and 6:00pm

Saturday 18 January

6:00pm 1 Yr Jalilieh Sarkis Hadchit wife of Fouad Imad from

“You are a Priest Forever”
With deep sorrow we announce the passing of
Fr James Stack—Priest at Holy Family Granville
Evening prayers followed by Rosary for the reposed soul of
Father Stack on Mon 13 Jan at 7:30pm
Funeral on Tues 14 Jan at 10:30am at Holy Family Granville

N

gl amy g aaY) : SB o gils 12 aa)
Cudaa (e Gpul Luib sy asayall 43 11:00
S Gussishil Jle ae s SN (g3l 17 daaal)
:‘Y,JC':S\ 08K 18 cad)
Zl (il (o slae 358 Aag) Canfiim (5o Gapms Al Aasaall 23 6:00
n*&‘ uJ! Z)Als ‘;‘j ”
Holy Family — Granville &c) 4 é5
(Fr James Stack) <liv jals ()53l
ela 7:30 deldl A8 98 13 Y] o Aspsall 505 aa o lusall 83la
L;Lu.a 10:30 dc Ll B fs usa.\b
Holy Family Granville i..< i

BN  FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE K1

Parish Groups and Committees
Pastoral Council Meeting: Tues 4 February 2014
Family & Adults

Family of the Divine Word, Bible Discussion: Tues @ 7:30pm
Adult Arabic Course: Sat 9:30am Mon 7pm to call 9689 289

Maronites Connected (for over 28's)

A Spiritual day ‘Living as a Maronite today’
Sun Mar2™ at St Joseph’s Spiritual Centre. To receive
event updates MConnected@olol.org.au or
contact Rafic on 0408358497

Youth
Blood Donation Mon 13 Jan @ 5:45pm contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit Sun 19th January, Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: TBC

Youth New Years Harbour Cruise
(aboard the Lady Rose)

Sat 18 Jan. Tix $ 60 2 Levels of DJ Ent. & buffet dinner.
Contact Barbara 0432 597 457 or Joe 0406 111 401

l MYDC Annual Diocesan Youth Function
I Sat 25th January 2014 at 7pm

| @ La Luna Lounge Bankstown

| Tix $60 mezza, dinner, drinks, entertainment

| Anthony: 0405 717 163 Carla: 0450 544 640

Maronite Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room &

Library & Study Centre open 10gm — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Nada Coorey Psychology for confidential counselling at Centre or
at Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Depression and
Anxiety/Panic Attacks, Relationship difficulties and Family/Parenting.
Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526
Maronite Youth and Family Counselling Service

For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Debbie Draybi: 0433 217 063 or 8898 1518
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Marriage Counselling (Arabic) Sr Rose Therese: 0421 283 899

Leila: 0423 207 905
Natural Fertility Services We offer daytime and evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Leila Jessimer on 0423-207-905.
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Children’s Playgroup Resumes Tues 4 Feb 2014.
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

Teens Day Out “"Arcade Gaming Theme”
Tues 14 Jan from 2:30pm - (Pm %25 er person, contact
Tony Mattar 0401364335

Teens Faith Discussion: Resumes February 2014
Children's Events School Holidays

Arabic Classes: Resumes Feb 2014 call Antoinette: 0414819663
Children’s Playgroup Resumes Tues 4 Feb 2014.

People with Disability
Faith & Light Movement: 3rd Thurs of the month 7:30pm

General Notices

POSITION AVAILABLE —PARTTIME COUNSELLOR
MaroniteCare is seeking interest from qualified counsellors for
funded program, providing part-time counsellor with
cross-cultural awareness (up to 12 hrs/w) to counsel teens and
their parents, mainly from a Maronite Lebanese background.
Applicants to please send CVto  josephine.ishac@olol.org.au

awc )l Ul wlbliug wleloi>]

St Patrick’s Guildford—Mass Centre
Bus Pilgrimage to Berrima
Feb 8 2014 for bookings
Parish office 9689 2899 or
Danny Nouh: 0458 0458 024 838

Registrations for First Holy Communion for 2014 being taken.
Close 20th January 2014 contact Parish office 9689 2899
Daily Bible verses to your mobile
To receive send your name on an sms to 0404057777.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Lord, ma¥y all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for

4 all eterni especially those we Pray for:
//////} (A) Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar & Family (B) Milia Bou Radain, Raymond, Annie Bazouni & their son Charbel Bazouni, (C) Maroun Chediac, Mary Chediac, Mona Chediac,
( ///"I Antonious Chediac, & John Chediac, (D) Hanna & Wadad Daaboul, (E) Raymond Eid (F) (G) Collen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George Tannous & Kalimeh Gittany &
J Family, Touma Gerges, U Youssef & Leila Gittany (H) Anis Haddad, Maurice Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad, Joseph Paul Haddad, Youssef & Amineh Hallal & family (K)
/ Bishop Abdo Khalife, Naim Khattar & George Khattar, Mikhael Badwi Khouri & wife Hannah, Afifeh Khoury, Azar Khoury (L) (M) Lichaa & Youssef Malkoun, Anthony Mamah

Moses & Moses family, Elias Barbar Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses family, (N) Badwi Jamil Ndaira, Hasna Ndaira , Adel Massih Naoum (R) Jamil
ENY & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, (S), Boutros Koushaya Sasine, John Sleiman, Souls in Purgatory, Special Inmtention
ud (T)Leila Touma, Karim Tannous (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe (Y) (Z) Maroun John Zaouk and all the faithful departed of the Zaouk family, Fadel, Hawa & Tony Zahoul
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