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Sunday, ?wMowa Lord inthe Temple

Now if perfection had been attainable Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for
through the levitical priesthood — for the the festival of the Passover. And when he was

people received the law under this twelve years old, they went up as usual for the
priesthood — what further need would festival. When the festival was ended and they
there have been to speak of another priest started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
arising according to the order of Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it.
Melchizedek, rather than one according to Assuming that he was in the group of travelers,
the order of Aaron? For when there is a they went a day’s journey. Then they started to
change in the priesthood, there is look for him among their relatives and friends.
necessarily a change in the law as well. Now When they did not find him, they returned to
the one of whom these things are spoken Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they
belonged to another tribe, from which no found him in the temple, sitting among the

one has ever served at the altar. For it is teachers, listening to them and asking them

evident that our Lord was descended from Next Sundav’s Readings questions. And all who heard him were amazed at
Judah, and in connection with that tribe y 85| his understanding and his answers. When his
Mosesssid nothing aboutpists tiseven | 2Cord0:1-11. | parnissowhim ey wereadorshd:nd s
resembling Melchizedek onepwho has Jn1:29-34 mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated

) >
become a priest, not through a legal us like this? Look, your father and | have been

requirement concerning physical descent, Feast of Epiphany :ﬁg:ﬁhllr\],%{gxg?elCgﬂia;af_zﬁ:ﬁ;y]&o:‘ ;Zglg;c; you
but through the power of an indestructible Masses with Blessing 5t know that | must be in my Father’s house?”

life. For it is attested of him, “You are a

priest forever, according to the order of and Sprinkling of Water  But they did not understand what he said to

Melchizedek.” There is, on the one hand, Sunday 7:00pm (Eng)  them.Then he went down with them and came
the abrogation of an earlier commandment Monday 7:00am (Ar)  toNazareth, and was obedient to them. His
because it was weak and ineffectual (for the 9:00 Ar/E mother treasured all these things in her heart.
law made nothing perfect); there is, on the :00am (Ar/Eng) And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and
other hand, the introduction of a better 6:00pm (Ar/Eng) in divine and human favor. Luke 2: 41~ 52
hope, through which we approach God.

Heb7:11-19 .

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Parish Work Bee to clean up carpark & storage areas
This Thursday 9 January 2:30pm—7pm with dinner afterwards.

PRAYER OF THE WEEK |

Dear Lord,

I When your parents lost you, they found you in your Father’s house — the natural

I place where you should be. Help us when we are lost to also naturally come to I
your Father’s house, the Church, and find you. Your Church which is now the

I new Jordan River is where we are baptised and cleansed from our sins. Shine |
your light upon us and send down your holy spirit to sanctify us so that we may I

I radiate your Word with joy and live by your example now and forever. Amen.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 1 1am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8om —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: First Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.




Light from the Word The Epiphany

Tomorrow we welcome in a new Season of our Mar-
onite Lectionary —the Season of the Epiphany, which
has its focus on the baptism of Jesus. Our Reading is
taken from the Letter to Titus.
What does baptism achieve? Well according to the
Reading today, we can list a few ideas about the pur-
pose of baptism:
The Spirit is ‘poured out on us richly’ 3:6
We are justified because of God’s grace 3:7
We become heirs of eternal life 3:7
Salvation is given 2:11
Trained to remove impiety and worldly passions 2:12
Live lives that are self-controlled, upright and godly 2:12
Wait in hope and anticipate God’s glory 2:13
Are ready for good works 3:1
No longer speak evil of anyone and avoid quarrelling 3:2
Called to be generous and courteous to all 3:2
Redeemed from sin 2:14
. Purified 2:14
Perhaps as an exercise for each one of us over the Season of the Epiphany, is
to each week take 2 or 3 of the above mentioned qualities and reflect over
them and act on them, so as to invigorate our baptismal calling. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

Dear Parishioners,

They estimate that 1.5 million people gathered
around the Harbour and CBD to watch the New Year’s
Eve fireworks. Another 1 million Australians watched
on TV while 1.5 billion watched around the world. So
many human eyes watched the fireworks with its
theme of “Shine” and thecentral symbol on the Har-

,/

bour Bridge being the 'eye’. And maybe most of these eﬁes and the organising

committee didn't realise that the symbol of the eye in Church architecture is
actually one of the symbols we use for God the Father. So it seems that the les-
son from this is that with all these human eyes watching the fireworks, they
didn't realise that God our Heavenly Father was watching over each and every
one of them.

This symbol of the eye which represents the Heavenly Father’s ever-watchful
gaze over us and giving us His grace makes real what we celebrate in the
Sunday of the Finding of Our Lord in the Temple and the Feast of the Epiphany.
In the finding of Our Lord in the Temple, Jesus said to His parents, “Did you not
know that | must be in my Father’s house?” For Jesus, being in the Temple, His
Father’s house, means He chose to be under the watchful gaze of His Father to
begin to do His will and work.

In the Feast of the Glorious Epiphany, at the Baptism of Jesus, Jesus is again
under the eye of His Heavenly Father as we hear
that the Heavens were opened and the Hol¥15pirit
descended and the voice of the Father was heard
saying: “You are my Son, the beloved; with you |
am well pleased.”

For us as Baptised children of
God, like Jesus, we are called
to place ourselves in our daily
lives, under the loving and
watchful eye of our Heavenly
Father as Jesus did and to trust that He says to us “You are
my beloved.”

Our Church roof architecture is also symbolic of the
watchful eye and loving gaze of our Heavenly Father, that
can inspire us when we are visiting the Church to pray or
when we are participating in the Holy Eucharist.

Maronite Sisters - Harris Park New Appointments

We also entrust under God’s watchful eye, the Maronite Sisters of the Holy
Family with the new appointments for Harris Park . Firstly, we acknowledge
Sister Marlene and her 9 Years of dedicated service as Superior and Principal of
the College. We congratulate Sr Irene in her appointment as Superior for the
Harris Park Convent and Sr Margaret as the newly appointed Prinicpal of the
College. We look forward to the continued service both in the school and
Parish, of Sr Irene with Sr Margaret, Sr Marlene, Sr Guitta and the prayerful
presence of Sr Constance. Mons Shora Maree

Feast of the Epiphany

THE EPISTLE

For the grace of God has appeared,
bringing salvation to all, training us to
renounce impiety and worldly passions,
and in the present age to live lives that are
self-controlled, upright, and godly, while
we wait for the blessed hope and the
manifestation of the glory of our great God
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave
himself for us that he might redeem us
from all iniquity and purify for himself a
people of his own who are zealous for
good deeds. Declare these things; exhort
and reprove with all authority. Let no one
look down on you. Remind them to be
subject to rulers and authorities, to be
obedient, to be ready for every good work,
to speak evil of no one, to avoid
quarrelling, to be gentle, and to show
every courtesy to everyone. For we
ourselves were once foolish, disobedient,
led astray, slaves to various passions and
pleasures, passing our days in malice and
envy, despicable, hating one another.

But when the goodness and loving
kindness of God our Saviour appeared, he
saved us, not because of any works of
righteousness that we had done, but
according to his mercy, through the water
of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.
This Spirit he poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that,
having been justified by his grace, we
might become heirs according to the hope
of eternal life. Titus 2:11 - 3:7

THE GOSPEL

As the people were filled with expectation,
and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the
Messiah, John answered all of them by
saying, “I baptise you with water; but one
who is more powerful than | is coming; | am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals.
He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. His winnowing forkis in his hand, to clear
his threshing floor and to gather the wheat
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other
exhortations, he proclaimed the good news
to the people. But Herod the ruler, who had
been rebuked by him because of Herodias,
his brother’s wife, and because of all the evil
things that Herod had done, added to them all
by shutting up Johnin prison. Now when all
the people were baptised, and when Jesus
also had been baptised and was praying, the
heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit de-
scended upon him in bodily form like a dove.
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you | am well
pleased.” Luke 3: 15-22




" ARTICLE OF THE WEEK—-POPE’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Dear brothers and sisters in Rome and
throughout the world, Happy Christmas!
| take up the song of the angels who
appeared to the shepherds in Bethlehem
on the night when Jesus was born. It is a
song which unites heaven and earth,

beloved Syrian people further suffering,
and to enable the parties in conflict to put Palestinians. Heal the wounds of the
an end to all violence and guarantee
access to humanitarian aid. We have seen by frequent acts of violence.
how powerful prayer is! And | am happy
today too, that the followers of different

peace talks between Israelis and
beloved country of Irag, once more struck

Lord of life, protect all who are
persecuted for your name. Grant hope

giving praise and glory to heaven, and the religious confessions are joining us in our and consolation to the displaced and

promise of peace to earth and all its
people.

better world, who cares for others while
humbly seeking to do his or her duty.
Glory to God!

Above all else, this is what Christmas bids
us to do: give glory to God, for he is good,
he is faithful, he is merciful. Today | voice k&
my hope that everyone will come to know |
the true face of God, the Father who has
given us Jesus. My hope is that everyone
will feel God's closeness, live in his
presence, love him and adore him.

May each of us give glory to God above
all by our lives, by lives spent for love of
him and of all our brothers and sisters.
Peace to mankind.

True peace is not a balance of opposing
forces. It is not a lovely "fagade" which
conceals conflicts and divisions. Peace
calls for daily commitment, starting from
God's gift, from the grace which he has
given us in Jesus Christ.

Looking at the Child in the manger, our
thoughts turn to those children who are
the most vulnerable victims of wars, but
we think too of the elderly, to battered

b 2 i

prayer for peace in Syria. Let us never
lose the courage of prayer! The courage
| ask everyone to share in this song: itisa to say: Lord, grant your peace to Syria
song for every man or woman who keeps and to the whole world.

watch through the night, who hopes for a Grant peace to the Central African

also want to bring peace to that land,
torn apart by a spiral of violence and
poverty, where so many people are
homeless, lacking water, food and the
bare necessities of life. Foster social
harmony in South Sudan, where current
tensions have already caused numerous
victims and are threatening peaceful
coexistence in that young state.

Prince of Peace, in every place turn hearts tenderness of God; we need his caress.
aside from violence and inspire them to

refugees, especially in the Horn of Africa
and in the eastern part of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. Grant that
migrants in search of a dignified life may
find acceptance and assistance. May

Republic, often forgotten and overlooked. tragedies like those we have witnessed
Yet you, Lord, forget no one! And you

this year, with so many deaths at
Lampedusa, never occur again!

Child of Bethlehem, touch the hearts of
all those engaged in human trafficking,
that they may realize the gravity of this
crime against humanity. Look upon the
many children who are kidnapped,
wounded and killed in armed conflicts,
and all those who are robbed of their
childhood and forced to become soldiers.
Lord of heaven and earth, look upon our
planet, frequently exploited by human
greed and rapacity. Help and protect all
the victims of natural disasters, especially
the beloved people of the Philippines,
gravely affected by the recent typhoon.
Dear brothers and sisters, today, in this
world, in this humanity, is born the
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Let us
pause before the Child of Bethlehem. Let
us allow our hearts to be touched, let us
allow ourselves to be warmed by the

i\

God is full of love: to him be praise and

women, to the sick. Wars shatter and hurt lay down arms and undertake the path of glory forever! God is peace: let us ask him

so many lives!

Too many lives have been shattered in
recent times by the conflict in Syria,
fueling hatred and vengeance. Let us
continue to ask the Lord to spare the

Family Corner—Spiritial Camp

The Families at Our Lady of Lebanon Parish held their annual
spiritual camp at Galston Gorge between Friday 27
December until Monday 30 December. The theme

of the Camp was 'Joy for the journey'. Over 15 »
families participated with their children in the |
camp led by Fr Tony Sarkis. With Mass on each
day, adoration, spiritual direction, activities
including Archery, swimming, soccer and Mission |
impossible as well as a fun night; there was always |
something to engage participants. The topic on
Saturday was led by Fr John Watkins who spoke
about Christian joy, which is founded on our
relationship with Christ and God's love for us. Fr John also
spoke about the 'great joy' that Christmas offers us, leaving
couples to reflect and discuss the Christmas story. On Sunday,
Nehme Khattar led the topic titled the 'Joy of the Gospel'
based on Pope Francis' exhortation 'Evangelii Gaudium'.
Pope Francis spoke of a Church that must be a 'House of Joy'
and evangelizers that need to reflect the Joy of Christ in the
Mission that we are all called to live out. The couples then
reflected on the parable of the Good Samaritan. The children
and the teens were also engaged in a program where Dory
Zaouk, Matthew Seeman and Tony Mattar led the games and
discussions. Overall, we lived the joy of the Gospel at the
camp as the early Christian community did, through prayer
and breaking of the bread. Thanks to all those involved in
organizing the retreat led by Juliette Ayoub, Houda Jilwan and
Lilian Mawad. In giving they received joy and that Joy was
their reward.

dialogue. Look upon Nigeria, rent by
constant attacks which do not spare the
innocent and defenseless. Bless the land
where you chose to come into the world,
and grant a favorable outcome to the

to help us to be peacemakers each day, in
our life, in our families, in our cities and
nations, in the whole world. Let us allow
ourselves to be moved by God's
goodness.

1% b )
Childrews Corner
My dearly beloved brothers and sisters,
Welcome again and again and always to the house of the
Lord. Welcome to your home, the house of the
" Holy Trinity. This week we have two different
| Feasts that the Church will be celebrating. The first
| is the Finding of the Lord in the Temple (Sunday)
and the second in the Epiphany (my baptism—
| celebrated on Monday).
| These two events have important lessons to be
' learnt.
| From the Finding of our Lord in the Temple, we can
~— learn that whenever you are lost or uncertain or
afraid, you can always find me in the Church and in the
Blessed Sacrament. Secondly through your Baptism, you
became temples of the Holy Spirit. This means that you can
also find me in the depths of your beautiful hearts.
The word Epiphany means a sudden realisation. It is like not
knowing something and then all of a sudden you figure it out.
That is what happened at my Baptism. Many people tried to
figure out who | was and what my purpose was and at the
Baptism they heard the voice of my Father saying: “This is my
Son my beloved with whom | am well pleased.”
From this you can learn many things. But there are two
important things you should take from this feast. The first is
your continued promise of faith in me and the renewal of
your own baptismal promises. Being a son or a daughter of
God is not just an ordinary thing, it is a great act of love and
kindness that God the Father chose us to be His beloved chil-
dren. During your holidays, try not to waste them doing noth-
ing or playing all the time, take time to learn more about God
and pray. From your brother Jesus




!: Parish Camera & Media Page

Deyim, Deyim! Always, Always! Ladies and men preparing traditional sweets for Feast of Epiphany
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schi gy |3 Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Target 2000 Parishioners oy 5 are available at the Church Doors. Fill in and return to
$5 a week At one of the Priests, Committee Members or the Parish
BelE o ok Office. For Inquiries contact Lisa 96892899.
322 Parishioners committed [JO¢, ¥t %3 Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans

CYPC Building Loan $5,541,431 Units Loan $1,646,677 Property Loan $187,502
o oarie, V] Personal Use & Formwork Contractors
= onine © Business Finance Pt L1d
Car, Trucks, Machinery, Bikes, Boats, Jet Skis. Y ACN 085 923 100
1300 657 115 Contact Tony Massoud 0420 720 453

1/39 Marion Street, Parramatta 2150
www.carloancityonline.com.au

Interested in being on the
Newsletter Community
_ Business Page
which reaches over 2000
families a week. For $500
you can promote your
business for a month. For
details
sponsors@olol.org.au or
Joe on 0400 444 999.
Proceeds assist with the
monthl¥ $4500 printing
costs of our newsletter.

AKA

A WWW.AKACIVIL.COM.AU
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 5 Jan: Sunday of Finding of Lord in Temple:
9:30am 1 Yr Michel Jamil Rizk from Knat
Feast of the Glorious Epiphany:
Eve 5 Jan Sunday 6:00pm St Patrick’s Guildford
7:00pm Our Lady of Lebanon
Monday 6 Jan: 7am(Ar), 9am (Ar/Eng) and 6pm (Ar/
Eng) All Masses with Blessing and sprinkling of water
11:00am Funeral Hanna Gerge Haklani from Batroun
Saturday 3 January
6:00pm 40 days Najla widow of Antonios Milan from Basloukit
Sunday 5 January:

11:00am 1 Yr Raymond Tansa Sassine from Hadchit
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®N  FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE K31

Parish Groups and Committees
Pastoral Council Meeting: Tues 4 February 2014
Family & Adults
Family of the Divine Word, Bible Discussion: Tues @ 7:30pm
Adult Arabic Course: Sat 9:30am Mon 7pm to call 9689 289
Maronites Connected (for over 28's)

A Spiritual day ‘Living as a Maronite today’
Sun Mar2™ at St Joseph’s Spiritual Centre. To receive
event updates MConnected@olol.org.au orcontact Rafic on

Youth

Blood Donation contact Joanne 0427503008
Nursing Home Visit Sun 19th January, Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: TBC

Youth New Years Harbour Cruise
(aboard the Lady Rose)
Sat 18 Jan. Tix $ 60 2 Levels of DJ Ent. & buffet dinner.
Contact Barbara 0432 597 457 or Joe 0406 111 401

l MYDC Annual Diocesan Youth Function
I Sat 25th January 2014 at 7pm

| @ La Luna Lounge Bankstown

| Tix $60 mezza, dinner, drinks, entertainment

| Anthony: 0405 717 163 Carla: 0450 544 640

Maronite Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
Library & Study Centre open 10gm — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Nada Coorey Psychology for confidential counselling at Centre or
at Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Depression and
Anxiety/Panic Attacks, Relationship difficulties and Family/Parenting.
Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526
Maronite Youth and Family Counselling Service

For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Debbie Draybi: 0433 217 063 or 8898 1518
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Marriage Counselling (Arabic) Sr Rose Therese: 0421 283 899

Leila: 0423 207 905
Natural Fertility Services We offer daytime and evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Leila Jessimer on 0423-207-905.
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Children’s Playgroup Resumes Tues 4 Feb 2014.
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

Teens Carwash Day
Sun 5 Jan 8am-6pm @ bottom level Carpark.
Include carwash with soap, vacuum & window polishing.

Teens Day Out "Arcade Gaming Theme”
Tues 14 Jan from 2:3?fm - 90pm %25 er person, contact
Tony Mattar 0401364335

Teens Faith Discussion: Resumes February 2014

Children's Events School Holidays

Arabic Classes: Resumes Feb 2014 call Antoinette: 0414819663
Children’s Playgroup Resumes Tues 4 Feb 2014.

People with Disability
Faith & Light Movement: 3rd Thurs of the month 7:30pm

General Notices

Registrations for First Holy Communion for 2014 being taken
Close 20th January 2014 contact Parish office 9689 2899

Daily Bible verses to your mobile
To receive send your name on an sms to 0404057777.

POSITION AVAILABLE —PARTTIME COUNSELLOR
MaroniteCare is seeking interest from qualified counsellors for
funded program, providing part-time counsellor with
cross-cultural awareness (up to 12 hrs/w) to counsel teens and
their parents, mainly from a Maronite Lebanese background.
Applicants to please send CVto  josephine.ishac@olol.org.au
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for

all efern espeC|a lly those we Pray for: () Raymond Anjoul, Fr Elias Ayoub, (B) Milia Bou Radain, Raymond, Annie Bazouni & their son Charbel Bazoun, Rizk Youssef Boutros & wife

Shama, Joseph Saad Boutros, Maroun, Debbie, Ramza, Facwa Bou Methem, Fr Hanna Bou Melhem, Elias Bechara , Toufic & Martha Budway (C) Maroun Chediac, Mary Chediac, Mona Chediag, Antonious Chediac, & John Chedi

il G, (D) Hanna & Wadad Deaboul (E)Zeina Morched Ed Morched Eid, Hanane, Wahibe. Mounir El Bazouni, Youssef Amina B Hallal and their children(F) Mama Fahed Laura Faddoul, Youssef Gerges Fadoul (G) Collen Madeline

! | George, Helen George, Majid George Tannous & Kalimeh Gittany & Famlly, Touma Gerges, U Youssef & Leih Grtlany (H) Anis Haddad, Maurice Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad, Joseph Paul Haddad, Youssef & Amineh

) / Hallal & family, Sara George Hawi, Chafikaand Tansa Hawi, Elias, Salimeh, Chemouni, Rizk Hossen (1) Khalil YoussefIssa & wife Maring, Iskandar Roumanos Iskandar (J) Elias & Mariam Jahjah (K) Bishop Abdo Khalife, Naim Khattar &

| George Khattar, Salim & Jamal Khaicy, Saadeh Elias Khoury & wife Malky, Youssef, Hannah, Marie Kaboura (M) Lichaa & Youssef Malkoun, Anthony Mamah Mases & Moses family, Elias Barbar Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Artho-

% \ 4 L ny Mamah Moses & Moses family, Youssef Maroun & wife Ghassoun () Badwi Jamil Ndaira, Hasna Ndira, Adel Massih Naoum (R) Jamil & Labibi Rournanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & sonJoseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme

va? (S) Boutros Koushaya Sasine, John Sleiman, Hanna Assad Sleimanlouie Succar, Boutros Kouzhaya Sassine, Wahid & Wadiha Samia & son JabbourHouda Raphael Saleh Souls in Purgatory, (T) Lella Touma (W) Jamil Wehbe &
BarbaraWehbe (2) Maroun John Zaouk andall the faithful departed of the Zaouk family.
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