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Sunday after Chwistmay

Brothers and sisters,

By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for
three months after his birth, because they
saw that the child was beautiful; and they
were not afraid of the king’s edict. By faith
Moses, when he was grown up, refused to
be called a son of Pharaoh’s daughter,
choosing rather to share ill-treatment with
the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting
pleasures of sin. He considered abuse
suffered for the Christ to be greater wealth
than the treasures of Egypt, for he was
looking ahead to the reward. By faith he left

THE GOSPEL

Now after the wise men had left, an angel of
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother,
and flee to Egypt, and remain there until | tell
you; for Herod is about to search for the child,
to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the
child and his mother by night, and went to
Egypt, and remained there until the death of
Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken
by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of

Egypt, unafraid of the king’s anger; for he Egypt | have called rpy son.” When. Herod saw
persevered as though he saw him who is that he had been tricked by the wise men, he
invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and New Year’s Readings | was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the
the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer Ep2:11-22 children in and around Bethlehem who were
of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn d d di he ti
of Israel. By faith the people passed through Jn14:27-31 two years old or under, according to the time
the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when that he had learned from the wise men. Then
;cjhe Egy%tiaanfaF;cﬁ??]pted ﬁo dfOJSO.tRe\GV\Illere was fulfilled what had been spoken through
rowned. By fai e walls of Jericho fe . : .
after they had been encircled for seven days. |Next Sunday’s Readings | the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in
By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish Heb7:11-19 Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel
with those who were disobedient, because Ltk2:41-52 weeping for her children; she refused to be
she had received the spies in peace. consoled, because they are no more.”
Heb 11:23-31 Matt 2:13-18
UOTEOTHEWEEK ¢ ] B Y Y W
The object of a new year 1s not that we should [N B s e
have a new year, but rather that we should havea | R T N7 N
new soul.” - G.K. Chesterton : Nl - B =~
PRAYER OF THE WEEK +  Onbehalf of all the priests,
odlees . T T T ————— - + sisters and staff, we wish you %
ord Jesus, N - b
To Egypt, You were taken by Joseph, in the darkness of the night with & and your families a Blessed and ¢
Iyour mother Mary, just as the angel asked. t Peaceful New Year. j
I Let us not be people of the night and our hearts consumed with hatred, 4 ¢
7

dwells in our hearts.
Lord Jesus, with the coming of the New Year, let us come out of our old
self and be made new with You. Amen.
Michel Gittan
- _ ______ _NMhehmany,
SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 1 1am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8om —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This First Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Want to receive the Newsletter by email, if
so send your request to

but let your light shine through us and enlighten the darkness that I NLLLELEELELELLLLERELELEESLES S
| newsletter@olol.org.au

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.
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Escape to Egypt

This Sunday’s Gospel recounts the escape to |“When Herol
Egypt by Joseph, Mary and Jesus and their |realized that]

tual return to settle in Nazareth. Our he had been |
eventual retu - DU Joutwitted by |

Reading is taken from the Letter to the Hebrews. the Magi, he|

and he gave|

was furious,
), ‘J P { 8o
In the Reading the author of the Hebrews praises |orders to kill ‘?‘*\,-‘Jﬁ/ \ /X ,”73
% the faith of Moses, who was raised in Egypt and aBIeItTwhlghte)cr)Xs n “:'j‘i 7 ( %
| later departed. You may be coming to the Jand its vicinity f)’@ ~€Uﬁ
¥ realisation here that Moses and Jesus have much Wegc;swglrg f—,.‘ﬁg e
. . . y
in common. Well that was the intent of the writer under, in accordance with the time he
of the Matthew Gospel. Jesus was considered the [had learned from the Magi. Then what
second Moses by the writer and throughout the wg: fiﬁﬁlgg,mugh the prophet Jeremiah
Gospel d llels. The Reading today al ’

ospel draws parallels. The 'ea ing today also “A voice is heard in Ramah,
supports the argument. So let’s take a look at the weeping and great mourning,

similarities drawn between Jesus and Moses: Rachel weeping for her children
and refusing to be comforted,

e Jesus is born and laid in a manger while Moses is laid in a basket of because they are no more.”
reeds Matthew 2:16-18
e Herod sets a decree to kill all the first born males, as does Pharaoh On 29 December in the Maronite

e Jesus escapes to Egypt while Moses is set down the river in Egypt to |calendar we remember the martyrdom of
the children of Bethlehem, also known as

escape the Massacre of the Innocents.

e Both fasted in the desert .
) ) ) o We learn about the event from Scriptures
e Jesus gives the people the Beatitudes on the Mount (in Luke it is on the | (Matthew 2), which is the Gospel for the

plain), while Moses gives the people the 10 commandments he received |days liturgy. We learn that Herod
. requested that the  Magi return to him
on the mountain after they had found Jesus. After being

e Both are transfigured on the Mountain led by a star to the Child of Wonder, an
angel appeared to the Magi in a dream

e Jesus makes a new covenant with his blood, while Moses made a and told them not to return to Herod. An
sacrifice of blood to God angel also aﬁpeared to Joseph and told
him to take his family to Egypt.

e Both saved the people
Lord we pray for all innocent children of

. . . e this world. The children massacred
Jesus is the fulfilment of the Old Testament prophecies. His life is a journey, |through abortions, war and famine.

like Moses, that gathers all humanity together, and leads them forward in the | Through the intercession of the Children
Martyrs of Bethlehem, we pray that

hope of the Kingdom. Amen innocent children are protected and
Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf | loved always.

Shepherd’y Corner

Dear Parishioners,
Our Sunday Gospel reminds us that from the beginning, as there were those
who welcomed the Birth of Christ our the Saviour with open-hearted faith and
joy, like Mary, Joseph, the Shepherd’s and the Maji there were also those who
would go to all lengths to reject Him and God’s plan like Herod.
We could ask how did Herod, born himself as a human being, into a royal
family, heir to a throne, to be king of a people with a faith tradition, get to the
stage in his life to be so insecure, angry and jealous and threatened by a child,
to order the slaughter of innocent children? The answer could only be that his
life had became all about his limited and self-centred plan and dream, his
throne, his Castles, his power, his wealth, his comfort and pleasure. There was no room or openness or trust in God’s Great
Divine Plan for his life and his people.
We could maybe sit back and judge Herod and say to ourselves | wouldn’t be like that to order the killing of innocent
children and not realise that it can be easy for us to drift into limited and self-centred plans and vision for our lives
excluding God'’s plan.
If we like Herod, let the sinful and self-centred attitudes of Pride, Anger, Jealousy, Sloth, Gluttony, Greed and Lust rule our
lives, our innocent children in our families suffer as a result. On another level In our modern world these self-centred atti-
tudes seem to rule and allow the killing of innocent lives to the tune of 48 million a year around the world with legalised
abortion.
Can a person with an open-hearted and heroic faith like Mary and Joseph in embracing God’s Loving, Divine and Eternal
Plan for us in Christ ever agree to an abortion? Could a Christian person striving to welcome Christ at Christmas and all
through the year, especially, Priests, Religious, Spouses, Dads and Mums refuse to be heroically Humble, Grateful,
Forgiving, Diligent, Temperant, Charitable and Chaste.
So in your parish and own family are you a follower of a Hero of Faith or of Herod? Never too late to improve or Change!
Mons Shora Maree




As we come together to celebrate the Season of the Glorious Birth of Our
“w . 4 lLordinour Maronite Liturgical Lectionary, we are called to share in the
~#“%& immense kindness of the Christ Child, who came to inspire and manifest His
love within us. The Christmas Miracle continues to invoke in us a profound
self-awareness that enriches our affection for the Child of Bethlehem and
impels us to share in His humanity. But this self-awareness must not be
experienced seasonally or once a year, but rather in our daily interactions,
where we constantly persevere to seek the Christ Child in our thoughts,
words and actions. The Narrative of the Great Mystery of the Incarnation
- heralds a timeless, transcendent message of hope, love and faith that offers
=4 us an outstanding example of how to be instruments of peace in our lives.
W Through the paradigms of charity, humility, courage, compassion and mercy
i the characters in the Christmas Story teach us how to be witnesses of Christ
today and to radiate His unconditional love to a world that will know we are
Christians by our human love.

Article Ofthe/ Week FINDING THE CHRIST CHILD IN OUR LIVES

The inn-keeper, moved by the predicament of Mary and Joseph, offered them a stable. He could have easily rejected their
plea and numbed himself to their woes, since they were strangers; but he did not. While out in the fields, some shepherds
were stunned by a heavenly apparition; however, they overcame their initial fears and felt a blazing desire to leave
everything and to go and seek this Him. Joseph, the chaste husband of Mary, would have been ridiculed for betrothing a
pregnant Mary if he had exposed her, but he did not; rather, he stayed with Mary and fulfilled his duty as husband,
protector and father, believing and trusting in God’s plan for him. And what about Mary, expecting out of wedlock at a
young age, forced to leave her family and friends to dedicate her life to caring for the Son of God!

Teach us, Lord, like the inn-keeper, to always be witnesses to charity and help to alleviate the plights of others by showing
them kindness. Likewise help us, Lord, as you lie in that manger helpless and vulnerable, to appreciate simplicity and to
embrace and be witnesses to humility in our own lives.

With the shepherds, may we embody courage in our words and actions, leaving everything to seek You. Lord, through the
example of Joseph, may the reality of hope resonate and sustain us and make us nothing less than zealous in faith.
Through the intercession of Mary, may we empathise with the struggles of others and accept those who have fallen in
difficult times, as we refrain from slander and judging, and approach them with a compassionate touch and merciful
heart.

The summation of the nativity is based on one fundamental virtue: love. God so loved us that He allowed His Son to
become one of us; to experience poverty, to feel the cold and to be dependent on the charity, courage, hope, faith, mercy
and compassion of total strangers that greeted and welcomed Him on His entrance into the world. May we always see the
Infant Lord in the struggles, joys, failures and victories of others and be compelled to be witnesses of Christ each day.

P Anthony Yacoub
Childrenw'y Corner

My dearest brothers and sisters,

Welcome to the first Sunday after my birthday. I hope that you
enjoyed celebrating my birthday last Wednesday. I was very happy to
see your beautiful faces in my Father's house over the last few days.
As the New Year approaches I would like you to focus on some ways
that you can improve your life in 2014. T am going to suggest some
resolutions. A resolution is an action that we promise ourselves to take
so that we can improve something in our life:

+ Pray the Rosary daily;
+ Try to attend Mass during the week. I know you come every Sunday, but try tfo come another day also
with your family if you can;

+ Ask your parents if you can come and spend some time with me on Thursday nights at 8pm during
Adoration. I am always very happy to see your faces;

+ If youare not already in the Fersen, ask your parents if they can enrol you (Saturdays between 1 - 3 pm);

+ Read a passage from the Bible every day:

+ Pray at home in the morning and the evening with you parents, brothers and sisters;

+ Read one or two chapters from a book every day:

+ Always play outside and be active. Don't spend too much time in front of the computer;

+ Always listen to your mother and father.

Try o make these small changes in your lives over 2014 and see how much better you will feel. Have a
great holiday.
Your brother Jesus




Parish Camera & Media Page

Divine Word Family Christmas Dinner

Y ?E ML
OMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE Planned Giving Target

i i Ak Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Target 2000 Parishioners %2 are available at the Church Doors. Fill in and return to
a5 one of the Priests, Committee Members or the Parish
o Office. For Inquiries contact Lisa 96892899.
322 Parishioners committed 0. Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop
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$5 a week

rmmOur Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC Building Loan $5,541,431 Units Loan $1,646,677 Property Loan $187,502

0
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KEBABS Can--v-; City Personal Use &
e I Business Finance

AT YOUR Car, Trucks, Machinery, Bikes, Boats, Jet Skis.

PLACE 1300 657 115

Bringing the Kebab Shop to Your Place! 1/39 Marion Street, Parramatta 2150

Call 0422 KEBABS  www.kebabsplus.com.au www.carloancityonline.com.au Interested in being on the

Newsletter Community
Business Page
which reaches over 2000

|

. families a week. For $500 you

. I bco r can promote your business for a
AKA P month. For details

A WWWAKACIVIL.COM.AU (AUSTIpry led sgonsors@olol.org.au or Joe on

400 444 999. Proceeds assist

i with the monthly $4500 printing
www.ibcorp.com.au costs of our newsletter.



https://exsrv.olol.org.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=3b6317ce27074f43ac154740acfbeebc&URL=mailto%3aevents%40olol.org.au

PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEASTS & MEMORIAL MASSES

&wﬂ\ LAPAKY)

Sunday 29 December:
11:00am 1 Yr Imad Mtanious ElTers from Hraykis
5:00pm 1 Yr Michael Moussa Moussa from Kfersghab
Monday 30 December:
10:30am Funeral George Youssef Menassa from Kfarfou
1:00pm Funeral Rose Michael Doueihi from Zgharta
Tuesday 31 December: New Years’ Eve
10:00am Joseph Wadih Ishak from Hadchit
11:30pm New Years’ Mass
Wednesday 1 January: New Years’ Day - World Day of Peace
8:00am (Ara), 9:30am (Eng), 11:00am (Ara / Eng) -
6:00pm (Ara/ Eng)
Thursday 2 January
6:00pm Salim Said Kazzi from Jieh (died in Lebanon)
Saturday 3 January
6:00pm Living & departed of Kferdlakous
Sunday 5 January:
11:00am 1 Yr Michael Jamil Rizk from Knat
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Parish Groups and Committees

Pastoral Council Meeting: Tues 4 February 2014
Family & Adults

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

Maronite Services

Family of the Divine Word, Bible Discussion: Tues @ 7:30 8
Adult Arabic Course: Sat 9:30am Mon 7pm to call 9689 289

Maronites Connected (for over 28's)

March 2" a Spiritual day ‘Living as a Maronite today’ at
St Joseph’s Spiritual Centre. To receive event updates
MConnected@olol.org.au orcontact Rafic on 0408358497

Youth

Blood Donation contact Joanne 0427503008
Nursing Home Christmas Visit Sun 22 Dec, Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: TBC

Youth New Years Harbour Cruise (aboard the Lady Rose)
Sat 18 Jan. tickets $ 60, include 2 Levels of D] Ent. & buffet.
Contact Barbara 0432 597 457 or Joe 0406 111 401

Teens

Teens Carwash Da%
Sat 4 Jan from 2-7pm & Sun 5 Jan from 8am-6pm @ bottom
level Carpark.

Include carwash with soap, vacuum & window polishing.
Contact Tony 0401364335.

Teens Day Out
Tues 14 Jan from 2:30pm - 9pm “Arcade Gaming Theme”
$25 per person, contact Tony Mattar 0401364335

Teens Faith Discussion: Resumes February 2014

Children's Events School Holidays

Arabic Classes: Resumes Feb 2014 call Antoinette: 0414819663
Children’s Playgroup Resumes Tues 4 Feb 2014.

People with Disability
Faith & Light Movement: 3rd Thurs of the month 7:30pm

General Notices

Registrations for First Holy Communion for 2014 being taken
contact Parish office 9689 2899

Daily Bible verses to your mobile
To receive send your name on an sms to 0404057777.

Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
Library & Study Centre open 10gm — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Nada Coorey Psychology for confidential counselling at Centre or
at Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Depression and
Anxiety/Panic Attacks, Relationship difficulties and Family/Parenting.
Contact Details : Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526

Maronite Youth and Family Counselling Service

For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Debbie Draybi: 0433 217 063 or 8898 1518
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Marriage Counselling (Arabic) Sr Rose Therese: 0421 283 899

Leila: 0423 207 905
Natural Fertility Services We offer daytime and evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Leila Jessimer on 0423-207-905.
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Children’s Playgroup Resumes Tues 4 Feb 2014.
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

POSITION AVAILABLE —PARTTIME COUNSELLOR
MaroniteCare is seeking interest from qualified counsellors for
funded program, providing part-time counsellor with
cross-cultural awareness (up to 12 hrs/w) to counsel teens and
their parents, mainly from a Maronite Lebanese background.
Applicants to please send CVto  josephine.ishac@olol.org.au
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https://exsrv.olol.org.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=7fb8cebb495d402895788c303c214ac2&URL=mailto%3aMConnected%40olol.org.au
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IN OUR PRAYERS
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in

Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: InMemtoolggrg; n‘fﬁ "g;hanks
(A) FrElias Ayoub, (B) Milia Bou Radain, Raymond, Annie Bazouni & theirson Charbel Bazoun, Rizk Youssef Boutros & wife Shama, Joseph Saad Boutras, Maroun, Debbie, Ramza, Fadwa Bou Margaret MOI?I/.SS& $650

Melhem, Fr Hanna Bou Melhem, Elias Bechara , Toufic & Martha Budway (C) Maroun Chediac, Mary Chediac, Mona Chediac, Antonious Chediag, & John Chediag, (D) Hanna & Wadad
Daaboul (E) Zeina Morched Eid, Morched Eid (F) Mama Fahed, Laura Faddoul, Youssef Gerges Fadoul (G) Collen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George Tannous & Kalimeh Gittany &
Family, Touma Gerges, U Youssef & Lela Gittany (H) Anis Haddad, Maurice Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad, Joseph Paul Haddad, Youssef & Amineh Hallal & family, Elias, Salimeh,
Chemouni, Rizk Hossen (1) Khall Youssef Issa & wife Maring, Iskandar Roumanas Iskandar (/) Elias & Mariam Jahiah (K) Bishop Abdo Khalife, Naim Khattar & George Khattar, Salim &Jamal
Khaicy, Saadeh Elias Khoury & wife Malky, Youssef, Hannah, Marie Kaboura (M) Lichaa & Youssef Malkoun, Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses famiy, Elias Barbar Moussa, John Toufic
Merhi, Artthony Mamah Maoses & Moses family, Youssef Maroun & wife Ghassoun (N) Badwi Jamil Ndair, Hasna Ndaira, Adel Massih Naoum (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond &
EtourRomanas &sonJoseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme (S) Boutros Koushaya Sasine, John Sleiman, Hanna Assad SleimanLouie Succar, Boutros Kouzhaya Sassine, Wahid & Wadiha Samia &
sonJabbourHouda Raphael Saleh Souls in Purgatory, (T) Leila Touma (W) Jami Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe (Z) MarounJohn Zaouk and all the faithful departed of the Zaouk family.

who requested in Lieu of flowers
donations be towards the OLOL
Community Youth & Pastoral Centre.
Our thanks to all who donated in
response. Be assured of our
continuing prayers for your departed

family member. May she rest in peace.
Msgr Shora Maree & all the Priests
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