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In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands
of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for theminthe inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — | am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the
Messiah, the Lord.

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrappedin
bands of cloth and lyingina manger.”

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,: “Glory to God in
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those
whom he favours!” When the angels had left them and
goneinto heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When
they saw this, they made known what had been told to them about this
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.

THE EPISTLE

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and
various ways by the prophets, but in these last
days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, throu h whom he also
created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s
glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being,
and he sustains all things by his powerful word.
When he had made purification for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
having become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than
theirs.

For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You
are my Son; today | have begotten you”? Or again,
“| will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? And
again, when he brlngs the firstborn into the world,
he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” Of the
angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his
servants flames of fire.”

But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is
forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the
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Luke 2: 1-20

On behalf of all ¢
Priests, Sisters, staff
and volunteers we \-
wish you and your
families a Blessed and
Peaceful Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

—~ May the ]Blessung of The
New Born ]Kung' be with
you for Christmas and
th]roug'houm the New

Year
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scepter of your kingdom. You have loved . goal
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore ‘” sl )2
Glog you[)God dhas anointed you W|th éhe oil f?f Lisila

adness beyond your companions.” And, “In the

eginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the Uhm ’w‘ bl gl
heavens are the work of your hands; they will as ) UA Oslalatly
perish, but you remain; the Y will all wear out like I 1BLa
clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up, and like E"‘d

clothing they will be changed. But you are the
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same, and your years will never end.”
Heb 1:1-12
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Christmas 2013 Message of His Excellency
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

to the Children of the Maronite Church in Australia (edited version)

and Openness”
Beloved brothers and
sisters of our Eparchy,
| now address to you my first Christmas
message since Our Lord called me to the
fullness of the priesthood as the Shepherd,
not of just any Eparchy, but of this blessed and vast diocese,
sprawling across the nation of Australia. It is my honour to
be entrusted with the task of sanctifying, teaching and
governing this Eparchy, with the assistance of its priests,
consecrated men and women, and laity of good will.
The celebration of Christmas always leads us to meditate
upon the greatness of the amazing mystery that "God
became man and dwelt among us", revealing the beauty of
his hidden divinity, enriching our weak and impoverished
humanity, and drawing all people to his love. Christmas is
the feast of love incarnate in our land, the celebration of the
opening of the doors of heaven. It is the feast of
“Faithfulness and Openness”, under which forms we
welcome Christmas with a renewed spiritual impulse; with
firm hope, great joy and renewed covenantal devotion to
the Lord. It is the feast of God with us: Emmanuel.
In the person of Jesus Christ, the faithfulness of God was
revealed in its magnificence, splendour and perfection; it
was demonstrated by the absolute obedience of Jesus to his
heavenly Father, obedience unto death, even to death on
the cross, in faithfulness to his salvific mission. This
faithfulness reaches its summit in Christ, a summit
unimaginable to the human mind. In the words of St Paul: "If
we are faithless, he is faithful still, for he cannot disown his
own self ” (2 Tim. 2:13). At Christmas, the star of faithfulness
shines bright with the light of openness, leading our hearts
and souls to the child in the manger. We see in his birth the
fulfilment of God’s promises, his faithfulness to those
promises, and the opening of the door of salvation for every
human being without exception. The human face of God in
Jesus Christ is praised by the angels in heaven, singing:
"Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth." The
human face of the Divine Lord Jesus is also praised by our
human voices on earth, proclaiming: “We believe in you O
Lord, and we believe that you are truly present amongst
us." As believers in the Lord Jesus, this is an indication that,
like the Virgin Mary and St Joseph, we have been given the
grace of faith. Following the example of the apostles and

Christmas is “Faithfulness disciples, we believe in the One who was sent by God the

Father. We live in faithfulness to him and his teachings every
day of our lives. In openness to others, we desire to be open
to every person, and to deliver the Word of the Gospel and
the good news of salvation —to all peoples and nations.

My prayer of thanksgiving rises with the joyous peal of the
Christmas bells, for every individual, family and community
which has taken the initiative this Christmas to aid the poor
and the homeless here in Australia, and to assist migrants
and refugees worldwide, but especially in Lebanon. The
Church has always witnessed the openness of its children to
others in need. In his recent encyclical, Evangelii Gaudium,
“The Joy of the Gospel”, Our Holy Father Pope Francis
teaches: “Any Church community, if it thinks it can
comfortably go its own way without creative concern and
effective cooperation in helping the poor to live with dignity
and reaching out to everyone, will also risk breaking

down.” (Par 207)The Lord of heaven and earth was born
poor in a humble manger. Let us
bow before him in spiritual
adoration, and pray for our
country Australia, asking him to
keep our families united in love
and prayer, in the image of the
Holy Family of Nazareth. Let us
pray for Lebanon, asking the Lord
to ease the suffering of its people,
remembering also in our prayers
the grieving families of the Middle
East, especially the people of Syria
yearning for peace in very dark
and sad circumstances. Grant us,
Lord, to confirm again our
covenant of faithfulness with you
this Christmas. May we be
renewed by the peace that you
brought to our world. May we
proclaim your hope with a loving
openness to all our brothers and
sisters. Jesus is born! Alleluia!

+Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Maronite Bishop of Australia
WWwWw.maronite.org

BEST CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS &

A GIFT FROM YOUR PARISH FAMILY

Dear Parishioners, at our 9:30am and 7pm Masses preparing for
Christmas we have reflected on how Jesus has come to free us

cﬁﬁf?:m from the life patterns and attitudes that lead us to darkness and
== Cha emptiness. These life patterns and attitudes we call the 7 Capital
Charlty‘ Sins. They are the road blocks that hinder our faith journey with
ng ,,,,,, God. They are: Pride, Anger, Jealousy, Sloth, Greed, Gluttony and
S Lust. With His grace, Jesus gives us the ability to replace these 7
T W““‘diHmmh* . self-centred attitudes with the 7 selfless virtues. These 7 Virtues include: Humility,
hempel.%ncg Gratitude, Forgiveness, Persistence, Temperance, Charity and Chastity. We can remember
11 ¢ 1: them, reflect on them and apply them to our daily living if we connect them and with the
M%Mal‘ym Ml“ngm central figures of the Christmas Nativity. Jesus, the Son of God, born in a poor manger
= MJOSQG hC it d shows us the first virtue, Humility. Mary is an example of Gratitude through the Magnificat .\
5 p:su El;glllryll € prayer. Joseph is a symbol of Chastity and Purity with Christ as the centre of his life. The
GI’&tltUd@Huml lity shepherd is symbolic of persistence in getting up in the middle of the night to go to I sho
i Vauy  Bethlehem. The three kings reflect the virtues of Charity (Giving), Temperance and searci
s Ch tlty/Purlty Forgiveness—each with their different gifts. We can ask our children to write out the [
) B oive words, discuss them and get them to place them on the Christmas tree or around the
- Difence ot tivity. Jora
== Shepher dJesu S < “May v Christmas gift from your Parish Family égea
Hounility Forglveness In following the example of the three kings, |ask each family to accept a Christmas gift e
Grainde - Dilige from our Parish Family, a Catholic songs CD for the young children & for the youth and prais

"1\ eness = she pheld

adults a CD on “the true meaning of Christmas” by Bishop Fulton Sheen. | really encourage all T,
the youth and parents to take an hour over this feast and holiday time to listento the CD  great.
and reflect on and share with each other and to pass the CD on to others who aren't alwa
regular Church attendees Mons Shora Maree
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES

Tues 24 Dec: CHRISTMAS EVE
OLOL 6:00pm Children’s Christmas Eve Mass (Eng) with Santa after Mass
11:00pm Solemn Liturgy
St Joseph the Worker - Auburn 10:00pm Solemn Liturgy
Wed 25 Dec: CHRISTMAS DAY- like normal Sunday times
OLOL 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am - 5:00pm & 7:00pm
St Joseph the Worker - Auburn 11:00am
St Patrick - Guildford 6:00pm
Thurs 26 Dec: PRAISES TO THE MOTHER OF GOD (Boxing Day)
OLOL 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am & 6:00pm
St Joseph the Worker - Auburn 10:00am
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NEW YEAR'S DAY MASSES- WORLD DAY OF PEACE

Tues 31 Dec: NEW YEAR'’S EVE
11:30pm Mass

Wed 1 Jan: NEW YEAR’S DAY - WORLD DAY OF PEACE
OLOL 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am - 6:00pm

Parish Groups and Committees

Pastoral Council Meeting: Tues 4 February 2014
Family & Adults

Family of the Divine Word, Bible "
Discussion: Tues @ 7:30pm 1

TN
onites Connected

(for over 28’s)
March 2" 'Living as a Maronite today’ §
Spiritual Day followed by Max Brenner!
To receive event updates

contact Rafic on 0408358497 or
email MConnected@olol.org.au

Mar

Youth

Blood Donation contact Joanne 0427503008
Nursing Home Christmas Visit Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: Tues 14 Jan 2014 @ 8pm

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH

Youth New Years Harbour Cruise (aboard the Lady Rose)
Sat 18 Jan. tickets $ 60, include 2 Levels of D] Ent. & buffet.
Barbara 0432 597 457 or Joe 0406 111 401

Teens

Teens Carwash Day
Sat 4 & Sun 5 January 2014 @ bottom level Carpark.
Include carwash with soap, vacuum & window polishing.

Teens Faith Discussion: Resumes February 2014
Children’s Events School Holidays

Arabic Classes: Resumes Feb 2014 call Antoinette: 0414819663
Children’s Playgroup Resumes Tues 4 Feb 2014.

People with Disability
Faith & Light Movement: 3rd Thurs of the month 7:30pm
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Maronite Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room &

Library 10am— 10pm for Youth 18 & qver
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Nada Coorey Psychology confidential counselling at CPYC or Westmead.
Contact Détails : 0434642509 or 88981526
Maronite Youth and Family Counselling Service

For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Debbie Draybi; 0433 217 063 or 8898 1518
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Marriage Counselling (Arabic) Sr Rose Therese: 0421 283 899

Leila: 0423 207 905
Natural Fertility Services We offer daytime and evenin aggointments.
. __For further info. Leila Jessimer on 0423-207-905.
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing Abir 0410122999
Children’s Playgroup Resumes Tues 4 Feb 2014, _
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

POSITION AVAILABLE —PARTTIME COUNSELLOR
MaroniteCare is seeking interest from qualified counsellors for funded
program, providing part-time counsellor with cross-cultural awareness

(up to 12 hrs/w) to counsel teens and their parents, mainly from a
Maronite Lebanese background. Applicants to please send CV to

jishac@olol.org.au

General Notices

Want to receive the Newsletter by email, if so send your request
to newsletter@olol.org.au

Registrations for First Holy Communion for 2014 being taken
contact Parish office 9689 2899

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Church - Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 11am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am
Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.



https://exsrv.olol.org.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=7fb8cebb495d402895788c303c214ac2&URL=mailto%3aMConnected%40olol.org.au
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