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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CATHOLIC CHURCH - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give
birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors and
relatives heard that the Lord had shown his
great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with
her. On the eighth day they came to
circumcise the child, and they were going to
name him Zechariah after his father.

But his mother said, “No; he is to be called
John.” They said to her, “None of your
relatives has this name.” Then they began
motioning to his father to find out what
name he wanted to give him. He asked for a
writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.”
And all of them were amazed. Immediately
his mouth was opened and his tongue freed,
and he began to speak, praising God.

Next Sunday’s Readings
Eph3:1-13
Mt 1:18-25

i B B B B e 2 2. Other woman corresponds to the Jerusalem

Fear came over all their neighbors, and all Candlelight ¥ 3

these things were talked about throughout Wed 18 D i

the entire hill country of Judea. All who e ec
7:30pm &

heard them pondered them and said, “What
then will this child become?” For, indeed,
the hand of the Lord was with him.

Luke 1: 57 - 66

Prince of Peace
for the World

with live Nativity and
Parish Choirs
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“Prepare a path for God so that he can enter your heart.”
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

St John Baptist De La Salle

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

IGracious God,
You work in mysterious ways that our human intellect cannot fully I
understand. I
Help us Lord, to put our faith in You and surrender completely to

IYour will, believing that Your hand is always with us.
Lord God, let it be Your will and not mine. Amen

Michel Gittany |
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Birtivof Johw the Baptist

Carols by i

THE EPISTLE

Tell me, you who desire to be subject to the
law, will you not listen to the law? For it is
written that Abraham had two sons, one by a
slave woman and the other by a free wom-
an. One, the child of the slave, was born ac-
cording to the flesh; the other, the child of
the free woman, was born through the
promise. Now this is an allegory: these wom-
en are two covenants. One woman, in fact, is
Hagar, from Mount Sinai, bearing children
for slavery.

Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and
corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for
she is in slavery with her children. But the

above; she is free, and she is our mother.

For it is written, “Rejoice, you childless one,
you who bear no children, burst into song
and shout, you who endure no birth pangs;
for the children of the desolate woman are

4 More numerous than the children of the one

who is married.”

4 Now you, my friends, are children of the
4 promise, like Isaac. But just as at that time

*
ry3

the child who was born according to the
flesh persecuted the child who was born
according to the Spirit, so it is now also. But
what does the scripture say? “Drive out the
slave and her child; for the child of the slave
will not share the inheritance with the child
of the free woman.” So then, friends, we are
children, not of the slave but of the free
woman. For freedom Christ has set us free.
Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit
again to a yoke of slavery. Gal 4:21-5:1

Want to receive the Newsletter by email, if
so send your request to
newsletter@olol.org.au

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 1 1am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.
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-~ Our Sunday Gospel this week focuses on the birth of John the
Baptist and our Reading is taken from the Letter to the

~ Galatians, reminding us we are to live as people of faith and

APTIST

" and lIsaac, the son of Sarah, both fathered by Abraham, the
. father of faith. You can read their stories in Gen 16-22. Often
¥ Paul would refer to the Old Testament figures in order to show
=== his converted followers that Christ was the fulfilment of
: - ® promises made by God to the people.

In his letter, Paul discusses birth according to the flesh and the spirit. He calls all
believers to live as children born for a purpose in Christ. We are children of God'’s hope
and desire. The Reading ties in closely with our theme of the birth of John the Baptist.
Like John and like Isaac, we ‘are children of the promise’,s.

Maronites love children and tend to have large families. We experience this idea of
being born for a purpose, this notion that we are special and loved for all eternity,
through the lavish attention given to us by our doting parents, siblings and relatives.
Yet even more than this, is coming to experience the parental love of God, that
overwhelms us, and often it is through our family’s love that we come to know the
greater love of God.

So referring back to the Letter to the Galatians, the message for us today, as we keep
the story of John the baptist in mind, is to remember that God called us into being, sur-
rounded us with loving family, and gifted us with the Spirit. In the very person we are,
we are important. We are God’s purpose on earth. Amen

S M;Wd/’ sy Corner Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

TAKING THE FIRST STEP, BEING INVOLVED AND SUPPORTIVE,
BEARING FRUIT AND REJOICING.

Dear Parishioners,

Continuing to reflect with you on Pope Francis’
Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium we move
to the section headed as above par 25. Pope
Francis in this section writes saying:

“An evangelizing community gets involved by word
and deed in people’s daily lives; it bridges
distances, it is willing to abase itself if necessary,
and it embraces human life, touching the suffering
flesh of Christ in others.”

And

“It celebrates every small victory, every step
forward in the work of evangelization.
Evangelization with joy becomes beauty in the
liturgy, as part of our daily concern to spread
goodness. The Church evangelizes and is herself
evangelized through the beauty of the liturgy,
wwch is both a celebration of the task of evangelization and the source of her renewed
self-giving.”

As we Celebrate the Birth of John the Baptist which brought Joy to John’s family and
neighbours let’s see what new and maybe first steps we can make in our families and
parish so that all around can sense the Joy and truth of this wonderful and amazing
Mystery and Season of Christmas.

We hear in the opening Hymn below the Joy when we let God work:

John, the newborn child, has come as a voice for God Most High.

O Judean hills, rejoice! Aaron’s daughter gave him birth.

Exult, for this news has spread throughout the Church, bringing hope and joy.

Well Done Divine Word Family

We are blessed so many in our Parishes have taken many steps to help us experience
the Joy of the Gospel. | on behalf of the Parish say well done to the Divine Word Family
who Evangelise with Joy all Year round on Tuesday nights and all their activities and
with the help the afforded Community and Youth Centre with their Garage Sale that
made available wonderful faith items as well as other useful items and raised $10,000.
And to all, remember from last week: “God does not need us! But we are
here!...because he Loves us and we need Him and each other!”

So as Pope Francis continues:

Whenever we take a step towards Jesus, we come to realize that he is already there,
waiting for us with open arms. Now is the time to say to Jesus: “Lord, | have let myself
be deceived; in a thousand ways | have shunned your love, yet here | am once more, to
renew my covenant with you. | need you. Save me once again, Lord, take me once
more into your redeeming embrace”.

Mons Shora Maree

Youssef Kessab was born in Hardine,
in North Lebanon, in the year 1808,
from a devout Maronite Catholic
family. As a youngster he attended
the school of the monastery of the
Maronite Lebanese Order of Saint
Anthony, in Hboub (1816-1822).
After that he joined the monastic life
in that same Order, and put on the
novitiates’ uniform in the monastery
of Saint Anthony the Great,
Kozhayya in November 1828, taking
the name of brother Nematullah
(which means the grace of God). He
spent there some peaceful time
growing up in holiness and learning
some skillful trades, like binding
books in the monastery’s printing
house. On 14 November 1830,
Nematullah professed his solemn
vows and after he finished his
theological studies, he was ordained
to the sacred priesthood in the
monastery of Saints Qobrianos and
Youstina, in Kfifane (Batroun, North
Lebanon), on 25 December 1833.
He was elected a Counselor
(Provincial) by his Order’s chapter
for three times: 1845-1848; 1850-
1853; & 1856-1858. He always
worked in binding books even when
he was a Counselor in the General
Administration of his Lebanese
Maronite Order. He was a teacher in
several schools run by his Order,
especially the one annexed to the
Kfifane monastery. One of his best
students was Saint Charbel
Makhlouf, who studied under him
from 1853-1858.

Nematullah died in the monastery of
Saints Qobrianos and Youstina, on
14 December, 1858, after being
severally ill for years. After an order
from Patriarch Boulos Massad, and
because of the demands of the
increasing visitors, his uncorrupted
body was closed in a sealed coffin
and moved to a separated cell in the
monastery in 1862. On 4 May, 1926,
his beatification case was presented
to the Holy See in Rome. On 10 May,
1998, Pope John Paul Il presided
over the celebrations of his
beatification and then of his
canonization as a Saint for the
Universal Catholic Church, on 16
May, 2004.
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Over 2000 years ago, John prepared the people for Jesus’ coming. Today in 2013 he also
prepares us as we get ready to celebrate the coming of Jesus at Christmas. John’s example
of humility prepares us and is the key.

John saw himself as unworthy in comparison to Jesus - he claimed no titles and felt
unworthy to baptize Jesus. He willingly let his disciples follow Jesus and succinctly said “He
must increase, but | must decrease.”

John was and still is such an amazing portrait of humility! He was socially humble, claiming

no status. He was financially humble, being poor. He was personally humble in his relations with others and he was
humble before God and submitted to Him in every way - whatever God wanted was what he wanted and strived for. But
notice that John, in his humility, was blessed by Jesus when he came. Many others like the Pharisees and Sadducees,
because of their pride, found themselves opposing Jesus and being opposed by Jesus. They lifted themselves up and so

they were not ready for the coming of the Lord.

What about us today? Where is there pride, arrogance, self-righteousness or self-sufficiency in our lives? Do we strive to
be recognized, as opposed to lifting Jesus up? Many times in our efforts to do the work of the Church we consume
ourselves in our own pride. Our work becomes more about us rather than about Jesus. It becomes about MY voice, MY
hymn, MY word, MY writing, MY style, MY opinion, MY spirituality and the list goes on. In carrying out His work we end up
trying to frame ourselves and our talents. Most of the time this is not our intent, however in our thriving thirst for
acknowledgement and recognition we start “increasing” ourselves and “decreasing” Jesus.

Unfortunately, we then create areas in our life where we think we don’t need Jesus and thus stop listening to Him and the
authoritative voice of the Church in the Magisterium. Nothing that the Church says or does becomes relevant in our lives
because we are so taken up in the “MY” that we forget the “US” and when we are challenged we resist because we are
too arrogant to listen or yield? John teaches us that getting ready for Jesus means getting rid of our pride and learning true
humility before God. Jesus said in Luke 14:11 “everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,” and “he who humbles himself
will be exalted,” just as John was exalted and blessed. So if we follow John’s example, we too will be ready for the coming

of the Lord when we celebrate and worship Him this Christmas.

The Feast of the
Immacuwlate Conception

Due to the doctrine of Original Sin, the Church
began to believe that Mary could not have been
sinless unless she had been saved from Original
Sin at the moment of her conception thus mak-
ing her conception "immaculate". Further, the
Church believed that God had sanctified Mary at
the moment of her conception in His fore-
knowledge that the Blessed Virgin would con-
sent to bear His Son Jesus Christ. In other words,
she too had been redeemed—her redemption
had simply been accomplished at the moment
of her conception, rather than (as with all other
Christians) in Baptism.

On December 8, 1854, Pope Pius IX officially
declared the Immaculate Conception a dogma
of the Church, which means that all Catholics
are bound to accept it as true. As the Holy Fa-
ther wrote in the Apostolic Constitution Ineffabi-
lis Deus, "We declare, pronounce, and define
that the doctrine which holds that the most
Blessed Virgin Mary, in the first instance of her
conception, by a singular grace and privilege
granted by Almighty God, in view of the merits
of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the human race,
was preserved free from all stain of original sin,
is a doctrine revealed by God and therefore to
be believed firmly and constantly by all the
faithful."

By Danny Nouh
Childven's Corner

5/‘ Welcome to my Father's house on this glorious
Sunday. Can you remember from two weeks ago how
the Gospel spoke about my aunty and uncle, Zechariah
3 and Elizabeth - the really old couple who could not

| have children? Do you remember that the angel

® appeared to Zechariah and told him that God was
going to give him and his wife a Son and he was to call
him John? Do you also remember that because Zechariah didn't
believe the angel, God stopped him from talking?
This week, the time has come for Elizabeth to give birth to her
long awaited son - my cousin. They were told by the angel o name
him John but everyone else wanted to name him Zechariah.
Elizabeth said "No; he is to be called John." The people didn't
listen to Elizabeth and went to Zechariah instead. Aren't they
busy bodies? Of course Zechariah couldn't speak so he wrote on
the tablet "His name is John." Everyone was amazed! Do you know
why it was so important that they name the little baby John? Both
Zechariah and Elizabeth wanted to LISTEN to what God asked of
them. They wanted to be OBEDIENT. In your life, it is also very
important to listen to your parents and teachers. It is important
to listen to them and do as they say because, like God, they only
want what is best for you. The name John means "God is Gracious”.
God is merciful and compassionate. Just as God showed his mercy
to Zechariah and Elizabeth, He is also gracious and compassionate
towards you and me because He is LOVE. He will always love you
even if this love is not returned to Him. He will give you good
things because of His goodness. God is gracious all the time and
all He wants from you is to trust in Him always and be merciful
and compassionate to each other. Love always your brother Jesus
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Children’s Playgroup finishes on Wed 18 Dec 2013 and resumes Tues

4 Feb 2014.

- I take this
i | . opportunity to
wish you all a

very Merry

. Christmas and
hoFe to see you
all in the New

| Year. A big
thank you goes
to Vicky for
looking after
playgroup.
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ichi = Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Target 2000 Parishioners Ziplm=s are available at the Church Doors. Fill in and return to
$5 aweek M s Bo5 1 one of the Priests, Committee Members or the Parish

% Office. For Inquiries contact Lisa 96892899.

320 Parishioners committed Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop

" Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC Building Loan $5,591,431 Units Loan $1,669,363 Property Loan $219,586

Community Business Network Page

PPN
perfume */ forever
peis | & KEBABS

Car, Trucks, Machinery, Bikes, Boats, Jet Skis. AT YOUR

PLACE
1300 657 115 Interested in being on the

1/39 Marion Street, Parramatta 2150 Bringing the Kebab Shop to Your Place! Newslet!:er Community
www.carloancityonline.com.au Call 0422 KEBABS www.kebabsplus.com.au . Business Page
which reaches over 2000
families a week. For $500 you
can promote your business for

]
a mo@nﬂthl. ror details ]
: ) sponsors@olol.org.au or Joe
@ IbCO I"p AKA on 0400 444 999. Proceeds
(AUSTIpy e “ WWWAKACIVIL COM AU assist with the monthly $4500
printing costs of our

www.ibcorp.com.au newsletter.
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Sunday 8 December: Birth of John the Baptist - Immaculate Conception

PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEASTS & MEMORIAL MASSES

8:00am Sodality Mass for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception
9:30am 1 Yr Raymond Chahid Bazouni from Hadchit
11:00am 1 Yr Wadih Moussa Tannous from Bkaakafra
3:15pm John Gerges Boutros from Bkerkasha (died in Lebanon)
5:00pm 40 Day Rosa Tony El Saydeh Taouk from Becharee
St Patrick - Guildford 6:00pm 1 Yr Tony Youssef Jabbour from Jouret Termos - Keserwan
Monday 9 December:
6:00pm Youssef Boulous Basha from Zgharta (died in Lebanon)
Tuesday 10 December:
10:00am Funeral Wajih Boutos Dahdah from Zgharta
Saturday 14 December:
6:00pm 1 Yr Bakhous Elias Lattouf form Basloukit
Sunday 15 December: Revelation to Joseph
11:00am 1 Yr Fared Chafic Nemeh from Fradis
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Parish Groups and Committees

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

Pastoral Council Meeting: Tues 4 February 2014
Family & Adults

Maronite Services

Family of the Divine Word, Bible Discussion: Tues @ 7:30pm
Adult Arabic Course: Sat 9:30am Mon 7pm to call 9689 289

Maronites Connected (for over 28's)

Spiritual Day “An Adult Christ for Christmas”
Sun 8 Dec. 10-?})m @ Centre for Christian Spirituali
14 Frances St., Randwick. Book with Sr Margaret 0412588045

HoBing Salsa classes will resume in Feb.

February: Planning a Western Sydney Wanderers soccer (T;ame
March 2" a Spiritual day ‘Living as a Maronite today’ followed
by Max Brenner! To receive event updates contact Rafic on
0408358497 or email MConnected@olol.org.au

Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
Library & Study Centre open 10gm — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over o
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Youth

Blood Donation contact Joanne 0427503008
Nursing Home Christmas Visit Sun 22 Dec, Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: Tue 10 Dec @ 8pm

Christmas Carols & BBQ for Youth at the Chance
Bishop Tarabay invites all Maronite Youth for a joyful night
Wed 11 Dec from 7pm at Beit Maroun in Strathfield. Free.
iWitness Fri 13 December
Youth New Years Harbour Cruise SAt 18 Jan. Details to follow

Nada Coorey Psychology for confidential counselling at Centre or
at Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Depression and
Anxiety/Panic Attacks, Relationship difficulties and Family/Parenting.
Contact Details : Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526

Maronite Youth and Family Counselling Service
is a free and confidential service for young people
from 12-18 years of age and their families.

Call Debbie Draybi: 0433 217 063 or 8898 1518
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Marriage Counselling (Arabic) Sr Rose Therese: 0421 283 899

Teens

Teens Faith Discussion Saturdays 3-6pm—incl Indoor Soccer Comp
Teens Christmas Social Dinner
Sat 14 Dec, $40p/p includes dinner and entertainment. 7-11pm
Contact: Tony Mattar 0401 364 335 Fully supervised

Children's Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663
Children’s Playgroup finishes on Wed 18 Dec 2013 and
resumes Tues 4 Feb 2014.

I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and hope to see you all in the New Year. A big thank you goes
to Vicky for looking after playgroup.

Seniors

Leila: 0423 207 905
Natural Fertility Services This Service has been operating for
over 25 years at Our Lady of Lebanon Church.

MNF Services offers a method of Natural Family Planning suitable
for all stages of your Married-fertile life and is in line with the
Church’s Teaching. Prepare yourself for pregnancy, to space out
your children, for breastfeeding and for menopause.

We offer daytime and evening appointments.

For further info., please contact Leila Jessimer on 0423-207-905.

Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999

Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC

Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211
call Kim Moussa 0424658190

el Ul wlbling wleloi>|

Senior's Mass & Luncheon
Mon 9 Dec @ 11am Mass followed by Lunch in Hall
“"Returning to Our Roots” : Lebanese Heritage Expo.
Concludes Sunday 8 Dec. 2013 @ 9pm

People with Disability

Faith & Light Movement: 3rd Thurs of the month 7:30pm

General Notices

_ Maronites on Mission Fundraising Dinner
Fri 13 Dec, 7pm, at The Sapphire Lounge, Punchbowl
Tickets $75 incl. Dinner, drinks and entertainment
All funds go to the International Medical Mission to the Philippines.

Registrations for First Holy Communion for 2014 being taken
contact Parish office 9689 2899
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General Notices cont...
"0 come let us adore Him...” : Christmas Adoration
SMaoJl el blasiw] dg=aw daclw : “...a) a2 lg)les”
Thursday 19 December @ 8pm, in the Church
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Lﬁrd£ ma¥yall the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for
all eterni

especially those we Pray for:

(A) Fr Elias Ayoub, Mikhael Anjoul (B) Milia Bou Radain, Raymond, Annie Bazouni & their son Charbel Bazouni, Soubhi & Sayde Bazouni & family (C) Maroun Chediac,
| Mary Chediac, Mona Chediac, Antonious Chediac, & John Chediac, (D) Hanna & Wadad Daaboul, (E) Tannous & Chemounie EIHessen, Youssef & Hanneh ElHessen &
family (G) Collen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George Tannous & Kalimeh Gittany & Family, Touma Gerges (H) Anis Haddad, Maurice Jamil Haddad, Madeline
& Paul  Haddad, Joseph Paul Haddad, Jabbour Assad Haddad, Hanne Jabbour Haddad, Amine Tannous Haddad, Samiya Amine Haddad (1) Tansa & Thouraya Ishac &
family, Julia & Tony Ishac (K) Bishop Abdo Khalife, Naim Khattar & George Khattar, (L) Boulous Loulach (M) Lichaa & Youssef Malkoun, Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses
family, Elias Barbar Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, (N) Badwi Jamil Ndaira, Adel Massih Naoum (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & son Joseph,
Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, (S) Boutros Koushaya Sasine, John Sleiman, Souls in Purgatory, (T) Leila Touma (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe (Z) Maroun John Zaouk
and all the faithful departed of the Zaouk family, Fadel Zahoul wife Hawa & son Tony
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