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THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, | give an example
from daily life: once a person’s will has
been ratified, no one adds to it or annuls
it. Now the promises were made to
Abraham and to his offspring; it does not
say, “And to offsprings,” as of many; but it
says, “And to your offspring,” that is, to
one person, who is Christ. My point is this:
the law, which came four hundred thirty
years later, does not annul a covenant
previously ratified by God, so as to nullify
the promise. For if the inheritance comes
from the law, it no longer comes from the

THE GOSPEL

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was
sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David.

The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came
to her and said, “Greetings, favoured one!
The Lord is with you.” But she was much
perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. The
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favour with God.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

the sixth month for her who was said to be

“Petition the eternal Light within you to drive out the EELEU!
darkness of sin.” Maronite Liturgy For nothing will be impossible with God.”
Then Mary said, “Here am |, the servant of
PRAYER OF THE WEEK the Lord; let it be with me according to
_________________ — Yyour word.” Then the angel departed from
O Mother of the Word Incarnate, I her.
Increase within our hearts our trust in God. Teach us to listen, to Lk 1:26-38
Iponder and to reply ever so gently to whatever it is God calls us to. |
| Help us to enter ever more deeply into the glorious season of the | Want to receive the Newsletter by email, if
Birth of the Lord and to prepare our hearts for His coming. Amen so send your request to
| Dory Zaou/{l newsletter@olol.org.au
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SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 1 1am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.
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As we journey through the Season of the Glorious Birth, this
week we recall the announcement to Mary. Our Reading this
Sunday is taken from the Letter to the Galatians.

Paul’s letter to the Galatians is based on the argument that it is
not laws that must take centre stage in our relationship with God,
but rather our faith. This truth is important now as it was back
then.

If we could achieve God’s promises just by being obedient to laws
and teachings, then we would be people of the letter, which is not
as God would have it. God is not in the business of creating
mechanical people, who are unquestioning, and simply obey the rules out of fear.
Rather God makes promises to us as people who are alive with joy, vitality, creativity
and energy.

‘For if the inheritance comes from the law, it no longer comes from the promise but
God granted it to Abraham through the promise’v18. What God gives us is not
dependent on our ‘goodness.” What God gives to each of us is freely and graciously
given.

Today we recall the Announcement to Mary that she would be the mother of Jesus.
Mary didn’t aim for this by keeping the law. Mary was the recipient of God’s promise
because God acts freely and unexpectedly. For our part, the law may assist us in good
lives, but a relationship with God is marked by mutual love and unexpected wonders.
Amen.

PASTORAL CHALLENGES OF THE FAMILY IN THE CONTEXT
OF EVANGELISATION

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

+» - Dear Parishioners,
=~ Pope Francis has called an Extraordinary
]Synod planned for 5-19 October 2014 on the

\w Pastoral challenges facing the family in the
context of Evangelisation.

g€ The Bishops have been asked to seek input by
as many of the faithful as possible. His
Excellency Bishop Tarabay with the Bishops of
NSW explain the purpose of the Synod and
how we can participate in a letter and | have
included excerpts below.

1t is important to realise that the Extraordinary Synod, like the Second Vatican
Council, will be a pastoral rather than a doctrinally-focused gathering. We hope
that this will help the Catholic and wider community to respond to the real-life
challenges faceéj by families.

Therefore, the Catholic moral teaching on basic issues such as sexuality,
marriage and family will remain in place.

The Church, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, seeks your contribution to a
conversation the Holy Pgather has invited us to enter, and we hope for a wealth of
thoughtful and prayerful responses as we work to maintain Gospel truths,
strengthen family life, and reach out and help all people caught up in difficult
situations.

The Holy Familyjoﬁfers us a unique model of family life. What is particular to
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, is not t%at they were immune

to life’s concerns. On the contrary, persecution and

hardship dogged them. Yet Jesus C}frist lived in the a
heart of their home, and we see in both Our Lady and St [ e
Joseph, people who remained attentive to God’s Word. |
May the work of this Synod help inform our church how | sc@es™
to respond more effectively to the pastoral issues faced | qegen % ¥
by families. \
And speaking of family | was invited to speak with Year
9 students Our Lady of Lebanon College on family. We |
realised the same values we hold for being good ]
friends is what we hold for being a good family and
they are the same values that Jesus teaches us.

Please see Family Corner of Newsletter for more
information on how you can participate.

Mons Shora Maree

St. Andrew
30 November

Patrovw Saint of
Fishermenw

o~

j Simon Peter,
L wasa
| fisherman.
: He became a
s disciple of
© the great St.

: John the
i Baptist, but

! when John
~ pointed to
Jesus and said, "Behold the
Lamb of God!" Andrew
understood that Jesus was
greater. At once he left John to
follow the Divine Master. Jesus
knew that Andrew was walking
behind him, and turning back, he
asked, "What do you seek?"
When Andrew answered that he
would like to know where Jesus
lived, Our Lord replied, "Come
and see." Andrew had been only
a little time with Jesus when he
realized that this was truly the
Messiah.

—

From then on, he chose to follow
Jesus. Andrew was thus the first
disciple of Christ. Next, Andrew
brought his brother Simon (St.
Peter) to Jesus and Jesus
received him, too, as His disciple.
At first the two brothers
continued to carry on their
fishing trade and family affairs,
but later, the Lord called them to
stay with Him all the time. He
promised to make them fishers
of men, and this time, they left
their nets for good. It is believed
that after Our Lord ascended into
Heaven, St. Andrew went to
Greece to preach the gospel. He
is said to have been put to death
on a cross, to which he was tied,
not nailed. He lived two days in
that state of suffering, still
preaching to the people who
gathered around their beloved
Apostle. Two countries have
chosen St. Andrew as their
patron - Russia and Scotland.
www.catholic.org/saints
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| have fallen in love
I will live happily ever after
| will have someone to share the rest of my life with
I will have my needs more easily fulfilled

At this years marriage retreat Dr Ryan Messmore invited us to rethink the basis of Catholic marriage. The above
statements are all focused on the “1”. Viewing marriage in the context of fulfilling our own desires and
happiness is exactly the opposite of what Catholic marriage is. Scriptures instructions for getting married are
articulated by St Paul here:

Submit yourselves one to another in the love of Christ.
Ephesians 5:21from the Peshitta translation of the Bible - Lamsa)

The “I” is taken out in the phrase and instead we are called to a “Godly Bodily Covenant” in which we submit to
our husband or wife. Understanding the phrase turns our present day views of marriage upside down and we
learn that marriage is not about ourselves, but about submitting ourselves to someone else in the love of Christ.

Christianity is also not about the “I”. It is about community. The reasons for getting married are not about self —
gratification. In the words of St John Chrysostom, “the love of husband and wife is the force that welds society
together.... Because when harmony prevails, the children are raised well, the household is kept in order, and
neighbors, friends and relatives praise the result. Great benefits, both for families and states, are thus pro-
duced. When it is otherwise however, everything is thrown into confusion and turned upside down.” (St John
Chrysostom — Homily on Marriage).

In our Maronite liturgy, at one of the highest climaxes we pray to Christ, “you are the pleasing Oblation who
offered yourself for us. You are the forgiving Sacrifice who offered yourself to your Father.” Jesus offered
himself for his Father and for his Church. For us as Catholics, marriage is about offering ourselves to our
husband or wife. It is not about making ourselves happy, it is about making the other person in our marriage
happy. Marriage is sometimes difficult. It is not always smooth sailing, but God has given us instructions that
help us along the way and we need to enter marriages with those instructions in mind and continually remind
?ursel\t/)es of them throughout our marriage. When we do, we will receive the great fruits of marriage, designed
or us by God.

Monsignor Shora spoke to the married couples about Father Baron’s teachings about the seven deadly sins and
seven lively virtues. He explained how the
deadly sins were often blocks to our
relationships as husband and wife and to our
relationship with God. He explained that for
our marriages to flourish, we needed to
counteract the sins by focusing on the
opposing virtue. He also explained how
underlying all of those sins was fear.

If you would like to learn more about Catholic
Marriage many resources are available in the
Parish gift shop. You can also go to Father
Barons website, read Pope John Pauls
teachings on Theology of the Body or St John
Chrysostom’s Homily on Ephesians 5.

Theresa Simon ’

Extraordinary Synod for Families

His Holiness Pope Francis called for an Extraordinary Synod for Families in Rome, from the 5™ to the 19™ of
October 2014, on the topic of:
Pastoral Challenges of the Family in the Context of Evangelisation

For the success of the Synod, the Holy See has addressed a series of questions to the faithful all around the world
seeking their responses.

Our Maronite Eparchy of Australia is invited to participate in answering these questions which can be found on the
link below:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MaroniteSurveyFamilySynod
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New Website & App
After much anticipation it is with great joy and excitement that
we announce the launch of the NEW Our Lady of Lebanon
Parish website. Log onto www.olol.org.au and have a browse
around. It is packed with abundant resources.

Further adding to this excitement is the
launch of the OLOL App. Now you can r
receive notifications and search live events E
on things happening in the parish. Scan the ?'

Family choir hapy and growing. Practice fqr 9:30am Mass &

Carols Wednesdays 6pm all welcome

QR code for easy
download. Available for = >

Apple and googleplay. = 7T [q]

Target 2000 Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax
Parishioners Deductible donation are available at the
: = Church Doors. Fill in and return to one of
$5 a week - =41 the Priests, Committee Members or the
: Parish Office. For Inguiries contact Lisa
96892899.

305 Parishioners

Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop |

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans ]
CYPC Building Loan $5,610,092 Units Loan $1,669,363 Property Loan $224,305

Community Business Network Page

iCS W B a o Interested in being on the
53(\’&3 pes - GAQuts 2. = b Newsletter Community

Business Page
which reaches over 2000
families a week. For $500

you can promote your
business for a month. For
details events@olol.org.au
Open ever day_ or Joe on 0400 444 999

Catéri , P ist with th
R AKA | T e

available.

Phone: . e costs o¥ our newsletter.
8898 1550

Car '-i".'*‘-ic'ty B::;:::: L?ns:ni‘e S @ i b
[

Car, Trucks, Machinery, Bikes, Boats, Jet Skis. AT YOUR C O r P

(AUST)pty Itd

1300 657 115 PLACE

1/39 Marion Street, Parramatta 2150 Bringing the Kebab Shop to Your Place!
www.carloancityonline.com.au Call 0422 KEBABS www.kebabsplus.com.au WWW.I bCO rp.com.au
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD
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FEASTS & MEMORIAL MASSES

Sunday 24 November: Announcement to Mary
9:30am 40 Day Anthony Estephan Stephen from Kfersghab
11:00am Memorial for President Renee Mawad and martyrs
5:00pm Lebanese singer Dr Wadi El-Safi celebrated by Bishop Tarabay
7:00pm 40 Day Peter Michael El Bahri from Kfarsghab
Friday 29 November:
7:00pm 40 Day Naim Mihkael Khattar from Hadchit
Saturday 30 November:
6:00pm 40 Day Kamel Said Stanton from Kfersghab
Sunday 1 December: Visitation to Elizabeth
11:00am 1 Yr Boutros Maroun Gerges from Karm EIMoher
5:00pm 1 Yr Alice Costantine Ghalleb Moujalli from Mazraat EINaher
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Parish Groups and Committees

Pastoral Council Meeting: Tues 4 February 2014
Family & Adults

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

Maronite Services

Family of the Divine Word, Bible Discussion: Tues @ 7:30pm
Adult Arabic Course: Sat 9:30am Mon 7pm to call 9689 289

Maronites Connected (for over 28's)

Youth Drop in Recreation Room All Day — 10pm
Library & Study Centre All Day — 10pm

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Spiritual Day “An Adult Christ for Christmas”
Sun 8 Dec. 10-3pm @ Centre for Christian Spiritualitg
14 Frances St., Randwick. Book with Sr Margaret 0412588045

Youth

Blood Donation Mon 2 December @ 5:45pm, Joanne 0427503008
Nursing Home Visit Sun 29 December, Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: TBC

“Psalm 1:3” MAM Bible Discussion
Fri 29 Nov @ 8pm, led by Fr Tony Sarkis

Christmas Dress ug par gover 18’s)
.29 Nov 7:30pm till late
$30 including dinner and entertainment
Chruch Hall Contact Maroun 0410 656 099

Q&A—The Church, the State and the People
Same sex marriage and abortion
Sun 1 Dec 2013 @ 8:30pm Church Hal
For more detail contact Charbel: 0405 905 706

Psychologist Nada Coorey for confidential counselling at Centre or
at Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Depression and Anxie-
ty/Panic Attacks, Relationship difficulties and Family/ Parenting.
Contact Details : Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526

Are you experiencing conflict at home?
The Maronite Youth and Family Counselling Service
is a free and confidential service for young people
from 12-18 years of age and their families.

Call Debbie Draybi: 0433 217 063 or 8898 1518
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Marriage Counselling (Arabic) Sr Rose Therese: 0421 283 899

Teens

Teens Faith Discussion Saturdays 3-6pm—incl Indoor Soccer Comp
Christmas Social Dinner
Sat 14 Dec, $40p/p includes dinner and entertainment. 7-11pm
Contact: Tony Mattar 0401 364 335 Fully supervised

Children's Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663
Arabic School Concert: Sat 30 Nov @ 11:00am

Fersan Al-Adra: Saturday from 1.00pm-3.00pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:00am in CPYC

Leila: 0423 207 905
Natural Fertility Services This Service has been operating for
over 25 years right here at Our Lady of Lebanon Church.
MNF Services offers a method of Natural Family Planning that is
suitable for all stages of your Married-fertile life and is in line with
the Church'’s Teaching.
Prepare yourself for pregnancy, to space out your children, for
breastfeeding and also for menopause.
We offer daytime and evening appointments.
For further information, please contact the Co-ordinator Leila
Jessimer on 0423-207-905.
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190
)l Ul Clbliug wleloi>]

Seniors

"Returning to Our Roots" : Lebanese Heritage Expo.
Fridays & Saturdays 11am-1pm, 5pm-9pm & Sunday all day

People with Disability

Faith & Light Movement: 3rd Thurs of the month 7:30pm ‘

General Notices
"0 come let us adore Him..."” : Christmas Adoration
SMaodl ued blasiw] 39w dclw : “...a) a2 lg)les”
Thursday 19 December @ 8pm, in the Church

Registrations for First Holy Communion for 2014 being taken
contact Parish office 9689 2899
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General Notices cont...

Registered Psychologist for OLOL College
to commence 3 days a week in the Secondary from term 1, 2014.
Please email your CV to Sr Margaret
mghosn@olol-college.nsw.edu.au
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for

all eferni especially those we Pray for:

B (A) Fr Elias Ayoub, Raymond Anjoul, Joseph Boutros Ashkar Antoine Azar & family, Said Azizi, Ziolet Azizi (B) Milia Bou Radain, Raymond, In Memoriam & Thanks...
Annie Bazouni & their son Charbel Bazouni, (C) Maroun Chediac, Mary Chediac, Mona Chediac, Antonious Chediac, & John Chediac, (D) Mi chslm'f';iw 470
Hanna & Wadad Daaboul, Morkos Morkos Douiehy, (E)Hanane, Wahibeh, Mounir, El Bazouni, Raymond Eid (G) Collen Madeline who requested in Lisu of f;owers
George, Helen George, Majid George Tannous & Kalimeh Gittany & Family, Touma Gerges (H) Anis Haddad, Maurice Jamil Haddad, donart%m be towards the OLOL
Madeline & Paul Haddad, Joseph Paul Haddad, Youssef and Amina Halal and children, Chafika, Sara, George Hawi, Tansa, Diby, Diab | Community Youth & Pastoral Centre.
Hawi. Wadiaa, Youssef Hady (K) Bishop Abdo Khalife, Mikhayel Badwi Khoury & wife Hanneh, Afifeh Khoury, Bassam & Charbel Khoury, | Our thanks t%g" who re((jjon?ted in
George Naim Khattar (L) Boulous Laoulach, Lichaa Family (M) Lichaa Youssef Malkoun, Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses family, Elias | - oo prayers for your departed
Barbar Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Youssef Maroun & wife Ghesoun (N) Badwi Jamil Ndaira, Adel Massih Naoum, George Nader (R) Jamil & Labibi | family member. May he rest in peace.
Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & son Joseph, Roumanous Family, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, (S), Boutros Koushaya Sasine, John Sleiman, Msgr Shora Maree & all the Priests

Souls in Purgatory, (T)Leila Touma (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe (Z) Maroun John Zaouk and all the faithful departed of the Zaouk family,
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