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THE EPISTLE

For the promise that he would inherit the
world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through
the righteousness of faith. Hoping against
hope, he believed that he would become
“the father of many nations,” according to
what was said, “So numerous shall your
descendants be.” He did not weaken in
faith when he considered his own body, or
when he considered the barrenness of

THE GOSPEL

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there
was a priest named Zechariah... His wife
was Elizabeth. Both of them were
righteous before God, living blamelessly
according to all the commandments of the
Lord. But they had no children, because
Elizabeth was barren, and both were
getting on in years. Once when he was
serving as priest before God, he was
chosen by lot, to enter the sanctuary of
the Lord and offer incense. Then there
Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him tS P— afpeda!red ’Eothhim' ?]rt‘ a]ggel fO{htheltLordil:
. : ext Sunday’s Readings standing at the right side of the altar o
\;\Vjv?;\’cvosrliggnl?f rt]:;ef;)itc?]rzlss?]:f S\?ed, :?;;t Gal 3:15-22 incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was
& & §ave glory Lk 1:26-38 terrified. But the angel said to him, “Do

to God, being fully convinced that God AihibiiAiiiii not be afraid, Zechariah, for
: , , your prayer
was able to do what he had promised. & has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will

Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him i Carols by i bear you a son, and you will name him
as righteousness.” It will be reckoned to us . John. You will have joy and gladness, and
who believe in him who raised Jesus our & Candlelight 4 many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be
Lord from the dead, who was handed over # Wed 18 Dec 4 great in the sight of the Lord. He will be
to death for our trespasses and was raised * 1:30pm # filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn
for our justification & prince of Peace & many of the people of Israel to the Lord
' Rom 4: 13-25 * for the World & their God to make ready a people
OmMa: 1345 & With live Nativity 4 prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to
F 3 : .. 4 the angel, “How will | know that this is s0?
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK ddhde i i on in years” The angel replied, “I am

: Gabriel. | stand in the presence of God,
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trust utterly. eorge MacDonald good news. But now, because you did not

believe, you will become mute, unable to

PRAYER OF THE WEEK speak, until the day these things occur.”...

r - - - --—-—-——_——— After those days his wife Elizabeth

“Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been | conceived, she said, “This is what the Lord
heard.” Lord, this is what you constantly tell us, “Not to be | has done for me .”

| afraid”. Jesus, we are weak and we fear what we do not Luke 1: 5- 25 (annotated)

|know. Help us to be strong in faith and to trust in what you - —

Isay and have planned for us. And as you filled the son of | Want to rggi‘gﬁ;h% l':'rer‘g’s'l‘jg?cﬁcgy email, if
Zechariah with the Holy Spirit, fill us with this same Spirit and newsletter@olol.org.au

lits graces. Amen. Michel gittany_!

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 1 1am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Friday 6 December from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.
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. As we enter the Season of the Glorious Birth of our Lord, we will
encounter each Sunday the events leading up to Christmas. This
first Sunday recalls the announcement to Zechariah and our
Reading is taken from the Letter to the Romans.
. Paul wrote numerous letters and Romans is one of his most
powerful, dealing with the law and faith. It was probably the last
letter written by Paul that we have and it is the longest.
Paul writes, ‘For the promise that he would inherit the world did
not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law
but through the righteousness of faith’vi3. Throughout the Old
Testament we read of the covenants between God and the
peopIe The great covenants included the promise that God would look after the
people and make the descendants of Abraham who had no children at the time (here
we draw a parallel with Zechariah in today’s Gospel), as numerous as the stars in the
sky and the sand on the shore (Gen 22:17).
Abraham received this promise from God because he had been faithful to God
throughout his life. In fact Abraham is often referred to as the Father of faith, in
contrast here to Zechariah who did not believe in the promise of a child (Lk 1:18-20).
The important point is that God promises us good things, as is promised to both
Abraham and Zechariah, and God delivers. We ‘inherit the world’v13 not through the
law and because we have earned it. Instead we receive good tidings because faith will
lead us into new possibilities and more so because of God’s gracev16.
So as we enter the Christmas Season we enter into a time of faith, fulfilment of God’s
promises and a time of unexpected but wonderful graces. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf
Shepherd’s Corner

Dear Parishioners,

Well last Sunday, the Sunday of the Renewal of the Church and the

second Sunday of our new Liturgical Year in our Maronite Church, |

used the analogy of being on-board, seated and ready for take-off on

the spiritual carrier, the Church, journeying to the Eternal Destination

of God’s Kingdom. This week we are called as a Parish to prepare as

we are ascending to reach cruising level as we hear of the

Announcement to Zechariah.

Being on board the Church in the life of our Parish, starts as we see,

from Zechariah in the Gospel in coming to participate in the Sacred

Liturgy of the Mass that we call in our Maronite Rite “The Offering.” This comes from
the Syriac word “Qorbono”. We are called therefore, in each Mass to offer ourselves
with Jesus to the Father. And the Offering is called to continue after the Mass in the
Living of our faith as we serve God’s plan in our family and Parish.

We are very blessed that so many offer their time and gifts to our Parish working
alongside the Priests. There is, for instance, the members of the 5 Parish choirs who
offer their talent to lead us weekly in the singing in our Liturgies. Speak to a choir
leader after Mass if you want to join. There are those who offer so much of their time
and energy to organise and help out in all the faith and community events for all the
different age groups of our Parish family so that everyone can feel they belong and are
welcome on-board to participate and offer something and be part of God’s plan and
work in our Parish.

There are those who have worked so hard on our newly launched Parish website so
that we can have easy and full access to know what is happening. There are those also,
who work on the Parish Newsletter. Call and ask to speak to a co-ordinator of any
Committee or group you would like to offer your help.

We are ascending to the Church’s call from Jesus to highest cruising level on our faith
journey. Let us enter the Holy of Holies at Mass with Zechariah to offer ourselves with
Jesus and ask Him to show us where He is calling us to offer ourselves with Him in
serving others as part of the Father’s Loving plan.

In Jesus’ Carrier, the Church, at cruise level, we don’t remain in our seats; we are called
to stand up in faith and participate in God’s plan. So that means in our parish the
seatbelt signs are off. Mons Shora Maree

Book and CD of the Week available in Gift Shop
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1 ‘How my Maronite faith lifted me above my cross’

. The true testimony by Joseph Wakim reveals how our creed is

- tested when facing crises such as illness, death and aloneness.

= After losing his wife, he was left to raise three young children.

1 After bedtime stories, writing became his therapy as he became

* one of Australia’s most publlshed independent newspaper col-

- umnists. The book title ‘Sorry we have no space’ is a timely re-

= minder of the nativity story. A few copies of the book plus the i
1 accompanying soundtrack CD by The Heartbeats titled ‘Kite with-

' out a String’ are available at our parish shop. The book is also available through

- all good book shops or via this link: http://bit.ly/18pMITK

AT CRUISING LEVEL

King of East Anglia, born about 840;
died at Hoxne, Suffolk, 20
November, 870. Though only about
fifteen years old when crowned in
855, Edmund showed himself a
model ruler from the first, anxious to
treat all with equal justice, and
closing his ears to flatterers and
untrustworthy informers. In his
eagerness for prayer he retired for a
year to his royal tower at
Hunstanton and learned the whole
Psalter by heart, in order that he
might afterwards recite it regularly.
In 870 he bravely repulsed the two
Danish chiefs Hinguar and Hubba
who had invaded his dominions.
They soon returned with
overwhelming numbers, and
pressed terms upon him which as a
Christian he felt bound to refuse. In
his desire to avert a fruitless
massacre, he disbanded his troops
and himself retired towards
Framlingham; on the way he fell into
the hands of the invaders. Having
loaded him with chains, his captors
conducted him to Hinguar, whose
impious demands he again rejected,
declaring his religion dearer to him
than his life. His martyrdom took
place in 870 at Hoxne in Suffolk.
After beating him with cudgels, the
Danes tied him to a tree, and cruelly
tore his flesh with whips.
Throughout these tortures Edmund
continued to call upon the name of
Jesus, until at last, exasperated by
his constancy, his enemies began to
discharge arrows at him. This cruel
sport was continued until his body
had the appearance of a porcupine,
when Hinguar commanded his head
to be struck off. From his first burial
place at Hoxne his relics were
removed in the tenth century to
Beodricsworth, since called St.
Edmundsbury, where arose the
famous abbey of that name. His
feast is observed 20 November, and
he is represented in Christian art
with sword and arrow, the
instruments of his torture.
www.newadvent.org
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THE LAND OF THE CEDARS AND THE SAINTS

The land of the cedars and the saints,

God’s paradise on earth an artist paints.
Covered with snow, your mountains protest,
On the Mediterranean, your shores do rest.

The sun rises up from the valley and smells,

The aroma of incense with the chiming bells.
Your sense of smell is then quickly diverted,
From incense to thyme it is tastefully converted.

After breakfast you can wonder Downtown,
For fashion and elegance it is truly a crown.

For a minute you may think you are in Paris or Rome.

Until the bells of St Georges remind you that you are
home.

From Jounieh look up and Our Lady will greet.
Her arms stretched out and so ready to meet.
Protecting her children and the land,

From harm’s way, she will forever stand.

From Bkerke the chorus of blessings impart,
An era of unity and love from the start.

The Patriarch at work, a true shepherd is he.
The prayers of God’s Victory, how luck are we.

To Byblos the call of uniqueness surges,

The first alphabet to the world from this land emerges.

St Charbel looks down from the mountains above,
Embracing his people with the warmth of his love.

Without delay we travel north,

The peace of the olive trees blossom forth.
Lunch at Ehden we just can’t miss,

The smell of kibbeh, how delicious is this.

Welcome my beloved children. Welcome to the Sunday in which the
Church celebrates the Announcement to Zechariah, my uncle. If you
pay attention and listen carefully to the Gospel, you will hear how God
our Father does amazing things and how nothing with God is impossible.
This is the Season where you should be building your trust much more
deeply in God who can do wonderful things for those who believe. It is N
also a great time to start preparing your beautiful hearts for my birth.
If you have completed the Sacrament of Reconciliation then this is the
perfect time to go and confess your sins. For those who haven't

For afternoon prayers, how can we beat?
The cedars of the Lord will happily meet.
The presence of God in this land is felt.
Only to him have the cedars knelt.

Down to Baalbeck the crowds await,
The voice of Fayrouz, a feeling so great.
Your heart melts down with every note
To you Fayrouz, our love we devote.

From Baalbeck to Zahle the Birdowni awaits,
Dinner is served, a banquet of tastes.

Your sense of taste, the tabouli entices,

A cuisine so rich and full of earthly spices.

How lucky we are to come from this land,
If only we valued each drop of sand.
Lebanon you are my love and my pride.
No place on earth like you will | find.
Danny Nouh

THE ALPHASHOW OF T]Im m !

WHERE: Level 1, CYPC Center

completed the Sacrament of Reconciliation, perhaps you could say sorry BEESEREEETS

to those who you may have hurt. In doing this, you will be truly
preparing yourselves for Christmas. Have a blessed week and remember

to always keep praying.

Your brother Jesus

Enquiries:
Josette: 0447 777 703 o




Parish Camera

MAM praying the Psalms with Fr Tony

Target 2000 Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax
Parishioners Deductible donation are available at the
T s Church Doors. Fill in and return to one of
$5 a week i the Priests, Committee Members or the
: Parish Office. For Inquiries contact Lisa
- 96892899. ;
305 Parishioners e " Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop §

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC Building Loan $5,610,092 Units Loan $1,669,363 Property Loan $224,305

Community Business Network Page

iCS W B a o Interested in being on the
53(’\13 pes - GAQuts 2. = b Newsletter Community

Business Page
which reaches over 2000
families a week. For $500

you can promote your busi-
ness for a month. For de-

tails events@olol.org.au or

Open everyday. Joe on 0400 444 999. Pro-

icpeg oxders are AKA ot 2200 ot

available.

Phone: . e costs o¥ our newsletter.
8898 1550
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Car, Trucks, Machinery, Bikes, Boats, Jet Skis. AT YOUR

corp

(AUST)pty Itd

1300 657 115 PLACE

1/39 Marion Street, Parramatta 2150 Bringing the Kebab Shop to Your Place!
www.carloancityonline.com.au Call 0422 KEBABS www.kebabsplus.com.au WWW.i bcorp'com'au
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

N

FEASTS & MEMORIAL MASSES

Sun 17 Nov: Announcement to Zechariah
11:00am 1 Yr Genevieve Mounir Youssef Sleiman from Deir Janin

Monday 18 November:
6:00pm 1 year Mass Amal Bahsous from Palestine wife of Youssef
Raffoul Eid from Mazrat EI Dahr—Shouf

Thursday 21 Novemeber:
6:00pm Roumanous Boutros Dahdah from Zgharta (died in Leb)

Saturday 23 November:
6:00pm 40 days Nouhad Daoud Nkoula Khoury from Blouza widow
of Toufic Charbel Mikhael from Wadi Qannoubine

Sunday 24 November: Announcement to Mary

9:30am 40 days Anthony Estephan Stephen from Kfersghab
11:00am Memorial for President Renee Mawad and martyrs

5:00pm Lebanese singer Dr Wadi El-Safi celebrated by Bishop Tarabay
7:00pm 40 days Peter Michael Bouhayri from Kfersghab
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Parish Groups and Committees

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

Pastoral Council Meeting: 4 Feb 2014
Family & Adults

Maronite Services

Familxof the Divine Word, Bible Discussion: Tues @ 7:308m
Adult Arabic Course: Sat 9:30am Mon 7pm to call 9689 289

Maronites Connected (for over 28's)

Youth Drop in Recreation Room All Day — 10pm
Library & Study Centre All Day — 10pm

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Spiritual Day “An Adult Christ for Christmas”
Sun 8 Dec. 10-3pm @ Centre for Christian Spiritualitg
14 Frances St., Randwick. Book with Sr Margaret 0412588045

Youth

Blood Donation Mon 18 November @ 5:45pm, Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit Sun 24 November, Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: TBC

Christmas Dress ug par gover 18’s)
.29 Nov 7:30pm till late
$30 including dinner and entertainment
Chruch Hall Contact Maroun 0410 656 099

Q&A—The Church, the State and the People
Same sex marriage and abortion
1 Dec 2013 @ 8:30pm Church Hal
For more detail contact Charbel: 0405 905 706

Psw:hologist Nada Coorey for confidential counselling at Centre or
at Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Derressmn and Anxie-
ty/Panic Attacks, Relationship difficulties and Family/ Parenting.
Contact Details : Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 83981526

Are you experiencing conflict at home? .
The Maronite outh and Family Counselling Service
is a free and confidential service for young people
from 12-18 years of age and their families.
Call Debbie Draybi: 04337217 063 or 8898 1518
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Marriage Counselling (Arabic) Sr Rose Therese: 0421 283 899

Teens

Teens Faith Discussion Saturdays 3-6pm—incl Indoor Soccer Comp
Christmas Social Dinner—14th Dec
$40p/p includes dinner and entertainment. 7-11pm
Contact: Tony Mattar 0401 364 335 Fully supervised

Children's Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663

Fersan Al-Adra: Saturday from 1.00pm-3.00pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:00am in CPYC

Leila: 0423 207 905
Natural Fertility Services This Service has been operating for
over 25 years right here at Our Lady of Lebanon Church.
MNF Services offers a method of Natural Family Planning that is
suitable for all stages of your Married-fertile life and is in line with
the Church'’s Teaching.
Prepare yourself for pregnancy, to space out your children, for
breastfeeding and also for menopause.
We offer daytime and evening appointments.
For further information, please contact the Co-ordinator Leila
Jessimer on 0423-207-905.
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190
)l Ul wlbliug wleloi>]

Seniors

"Returning to Our Roots" : Lebanese Heritage Expo.
Fridays & Saturdays 11am-1pm, 5pm-9pm & Sunday all day

People with Disability

Faith & Light Movement: 3rd Thurs of the month 7:30pm ‘

General Notices
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Daily Bible verses to your mobile
To receive send your name on an SMS to 0404057777.
Registrations for First Holy Communion for 2014 being taken
contact Parish office 9689 2899

General Notices cont...

Registered Psychologist for OLOL College
to commence 3 days a week in the Secondary from term 1, 2014.
Please email your CV to Sr Margaret
mghosn@olol-college.nsw.edu.au
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IN OUR PRAYERS

" Lord, ma¥ all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving
embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) Fr Elias Ayoub, Raymond Anjoul, Joseph Boutros Ashkar Antoine Azar & family, Said Azizi, Ziolet Azizi (B) Milia Bou Radain, Raymond, Annie Bazouni & their son Charbel Bazouni, (C)
Maroun Chediac, Mary Chediac, Mona Chediac, Antonious Chediac, & John Chediac, (D) Hanna & Wadad Daaboul, Morkos Morkos Douiehy, (E)Hanane, Wahibeh, Mounir, El Bazouni,
Raymond Eid (G) Collen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George Tannous & Kalimeh Gittany & Family, Touma Gerges (H) Anis Haddad, Maurice Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul
Haddad, Joseph Paul Haddad, Youssef and Amina Halal and children, Chafika, Sara, George Hawi, Tansa, Diby, Diab Hawi. Wadiaa, Youssef Hady (K) Bishop Abdo Khalife, Mikhayel Badwi
Khoury & wife Hanneh, Afifeh Khoury, Bassam & Charbel Khoury, George Naim Khattar (L) Boulous Laoulach, Lichaa Family (M) Lichaa Youssef Malkoun, Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses family, Elias
Barbar Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Youssef Maroun & wife Ghesoun (N) Badwi Jamil Ndaira, Adel Massih Naoum, George Nader (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & son Jo-
seph, Roumanous Family, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, (S), Boutros Koushaya Sasine, John Sleiman, Souls in Purgatory, (T)Leila Touma (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe (Z) Maroun John Zaouk and all
the faithful departed of the Zaouk family, Fadel Zahoul wife Hawa & son Tony
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